
 
 

 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to the Council on 
Artificial Intelligence, 2020. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and 
night to make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are 
excited to welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for the Council on Artificial Intelligence, 2020. It 
contains three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the 
committee: topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give 
you a better understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be 
a launch point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading 
and understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
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Topic Abstract: Council on AI, 2020 

 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 

Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend 

to focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 

NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 

President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 

confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower 

and more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global 

concepts and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of 

portfolio powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of 

their character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis 

committees are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per 

committee. They tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set 

topics. 

 

Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 

https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 

Introduction 
 

 
Roko’s Basilisk is a thought experiment that posits that an all-powerful, benevolent AI 

brought into existence to make the world a better place would inadvertently bring about 

the destruction of humanity by going after everyone who did not do everything in their 

power to create it sooner. The goal of this committee, at its most core level, is to decide 

what should be done about this conundrum. Of course, we are not going to spend 3 

days debating thought experiments and philosophy. However, by debating issues 

regarding the use, development, regulation and future of artificial intelligence, we will 

https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/


 
 

in essence be deciding to what degree the most powerful people in business and 

government are comfortable with creating a society that will be ever more dependent 

on artificial intelligence, for better or worse. 

 

 

Topic A: AI Regulations 
  
 
Today, artificial intelligence is constantly around us. Whether it be in everyday life, 

entertainment, business or defense, it is constantly changing how our society works. 

From simply telling Alexa what song to play, to watching Westworld, to the way AI 

threatens to make jobs at every level from factory workers to Wall Street traders 

obsolete, we are constantly thinking about artificial intelligence, even if we aren’t always 

aware. A society that is ever more dependent on this technology poses great 

opportunities for advancement but also great risk. While the risk AI poses may not be 

as extreme as Roko’s Basilisk or the vengeance-seeking bots in Westworld, it is 

something that is being debated about more often by those in the business, government 

and academic communities. As with all regulation, its detractors will argue that it stifles 

innovation while those in favor will say it is necessary to protect from its harmful risks. 

Even within the tech community, prominent CEOs have very different views on the 

risks that AI poses. A very public ongoing spat between Elon Musk and Mark 

Zuckerberg over the risks of AI highlights this fact. Governments around the world 

should be ready to decide what types of restrictions they want to put on AI while also 

deciding how they want to utilize the technology for defense and intelligence. Finding 

a consensus between business, government and academia on the level of regulation, 

especially in light of an alarming event that will kick off this simulation, will be a major 

theme and goal of this committee. 

 

Topic B: Government-Private Sector Collaboration 
 

 

As this committee is made up of business leaders and international officials in the 

defense, intelligence and foreign policy communities of their respective countries, 



 
 

public-private collaboration will clearly be a major theme of the committee. Along with 

regulation, the business and government communities should come together to decide 

how they will work together to research and develop beneficial uses for AI. A major 

aspect of this theme will be addressing AI as a military and defense technology. As with 

many technologies, defense-related contracts are lucrative. However, delegates will have 

to consider the consequences of a military that is increasingly reliant on AI technologies, 

and what that could mean for warfare and defense. It is also important to consider the 

intersection between business and government interests, and how these intersections 

could be both beneficial and harmful to society. Additionally, delegates should keep in 

mind the geopolitical risks and consequences of working together with potential rivals 

(such as the US and China) that will be in the room together.  

 

Topic C: Future Uses of AI 
 

 

In 2017, Facebook was forced to shut down its AI research lab after bots began 

communicating in their own “language” other than English that had not been 

developed by the programmers. While this event was on a relatively small scale, 

incidents like these keep many involved with the technology up at night. Can AI 

technology truly be used only for benevolent means? Even if so, could a benevolent AI 

ultimately turn evil (à-la Roko’s Basilisk)? Can we trust out governments with AI 

technology given the massive privacy breaches that have occurred? Can we trust the 

business community? Will a fully functioning AI be able to gain consciousness and defy 

its programmers? Does a conscious AI deserve rights similar to humans? How will 

humans and cognizant bots interact? These are the questions that are undoubtedly on 

the minds of the people you will be representing, and the questions that should guide 

your thinking in this committee as we debate what the future of artificial intelligence 

should be. 

 

Resources for Further Research  
 

 

The Future of Life Institute 

https://futureoflife.org/background/benefits-risks-of-artificial-intelligence/?cn-reloaded=1


 
 

Benefits and Risks of Artificial Intelligence 

 

SAS 

Artificial Intelligence: What it is and why it matters 

 

Harvard Business Review 

The Business of Artificial Intelligence 

 

The New York Times 

Musk/Zuckerberg AI Feud 

 

Business Insider 

Roko’s Basilisk 

 

Seeking Alpha 

Microsoft developing conversational AI (very short article but relevant as to how tech 

companies are seeking to acquire specialized AI firms) 

 

HBO’s Westworld 

 

https://www.sas.com/en_us/insights/analytics/what-is-artificial-intelligence.html
https://hbr.org/cover-story/2017/07/the-business-of-artificial-intelligence
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/06/09/technology/elon-musk-mark-zuckerberg-artificial-intelligence.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/what-is-rokos-basilisk-2014-8
https://seekingalpha.com/news/3358129-microsoft-dips-conversational-ai?ifp=0
https://www.hbo.com/westworld

