
 
 

 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to Australian Joint 
Intelligence Bureau. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to 
make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for Australian Joint Intelligence Bureau. It 
contains three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the 
committee: topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give 
you a better understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be 
a launch point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading 
and understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
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Topic Abstract: AJIB 

 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 

Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 

focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 

NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 

President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 

confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 

more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 

and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 

powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 

character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 

are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 

tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 

 

Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 

https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 

Introduction 
 

 
The Australian Joint Intelligence Bureau (AJIB) was housed within the Department of 

Defense and operated as the primary intelligence gathering body for the Australian 

government. Accordingly, delegates will represent various intelligence operatives 

throughout Australian society that are deemed relevant to the security concerns at hand. 

This Bureau served an essential role as coordinator for the numerous intelligence organs 

that collected information, as various branches of the Australian Royal Military also 

assumed foreign intelligence responsibilities from the late 1940’s to the 1950’s. Thus, 

the Bureau worked to collect intelligence, analyze this information, and defend Australia 

https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/


 
 

with this knowledge gained. As this Bureau is as a relative new development within the 

Australian intelligence apparatus, it is necessary for delegates to work within the context 

of the national security programs in place while also maintaining commitments made 

to its allies.  

 

Topic A: International Alliances 
  
 
Australia’s geographic location has ensured its unique position in the Cold War. 

Australia does not share physical proximity to the other western developed 

democracies, nor does it share the characteristics of the western-allied developing 

countries located near it. While no region of the world remains invulnerable in the 

nuclear age, Australia’s proximity the communist states of Southeast Asia as well as 

China place it at risk for conventional attacks as well.  

 

Along with the UK and France, Australia was a main ally of the US in the Asia-Pacific 

region. Australia was already actively taking part in the struggle between communism 

and capitalism, as evidenced by its military commitments to Commonwealth forces in 

Malaya against communist forces there. In addition, its 17,000-person military 

commitment toward the US-led United Nations action in Korea also demonstrated the 

nation’s willingness to work with other international partners in order to achieve shared 

goals. Memories from WWII reinforced the fear and want for security from Asia. After 

the Communist Revolution of China in 1949 and the North Korean infiltration of South 

Korea in 1950, Australia's foreign policy was influenced by growing concern over 

communist aggression.  

 

Australia increasingly looked to the US, as its new "great and powerful friend" for help 

to contain and fight communism. The government made a great effort of linking 

Australia to US foreign policy in the Asia-Pacific region. Two major alliance agreements 

were made between members of the Western Bloc in the 1950s: the ANZUS Treaty 

(Australia, New Zealand, United States Security Treaty), was an agreement for aid in 

the event of an attack between Australia, New Zealand and the US; and SEATO 

(Southeast Asian Treaty Organization) was an agreement guaranteeing defensive action 



 
 

in the event of an attack against the US, Australia, Great Britain, France, New Zealand, 

Thailand, Pakistan, the Philippines, South Korea, and South Vietnam. In dealing with 

issues on the international scale, delegates will discuss the strategic benefits and 

drawbacks of these agreements, especially as new developments and crises arise. 

 

Members of the AJIB must consider whether to continue to focus primarily on 

developing Australia’s relationships with its cultural peers or whether focusing on 

developing relationships with Australia’s neighbors might be more strategically 

beneficial in the long term.  

 

Topic B: Internal Tensions & Domestic Communism 
 

 

World War II also triggered significant changes in Australia’s domestic affairs. In the 

aftermath of the war, Australia implemented policies that led to massive waves of 

immigration to Australia from European countries. The “White Australia Policy” has 

ensured that most of these immigrants are Caucasian, though Australia does continue 

to have small populations from various East Asian countries. The large number of 

immigrants arriving in Australia led to a loosening of the vetting process; as recent legal 

cases in Europe and the United States have shown, communist and Soviet-sympathizing 

populations can exist in any country and there is no doubt that such individuals or 

groups are present in Australia as well. This organization must address how to handle 

domestic security, particularly with regards to the surveillance of immigrant 

communities.  

 

In addition to issues relating to immigration, Australia also faces some of the same 

social discontent and “counter-culture” movements springing up in other western 

democracies. Though most Australians do not support these subversive movements, 

their very existence threatens Australian national security. And while international 

intelligence is the prime directive of committees within the Five Eyes organ, one of the 

major concerns facing this committee will also be internal tensions during the Cold War 

era, namely the perceived threat of Communism and a potential prospect of détente 

with Communism. The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) was founded in 1920, 



 
 

achieved its greatest political strength in the 1940s and faced an attempted ban in the 

1950s. It had significant influence on the trade unions, social movements, and the 

national culture.  Debates concerning the growing influential power of the CPA will be 

of paramount importance, especially as additional political/social groups rise up to take 

influence over the nation.  

 

These developments will have a massive impact on how AJIB interacts on the 

international scale, and it is up to the committee to decide responses to these 

movements. 

 

Resources for Further Research  
 

 

 

Understanding Dynamics of Five Eyes and Australia’s Role:  

1. http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/five-eyes-

asymmetric-alliance/ 

2. http://www.dummies.com/education/history/world-history/australias-

involvement-in-the-cold-war-korea-malaya-malaysia-and-vietnam/ 

3. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/02/history-of-5-eyes-

explainer 

4. https://www.foreignaffairs.com/print/1112744  

 

Communism in Australia: 

1. http://www.markedbyteachers.com/international-baccalaureate/history/the-

fear-of-communism-and-its-effects-on-australia-in-the-1950s-and-60s.html 

2. http://www.skwirk.com/p-c_s-56_u-490_t-1333_c-5124/the-fear-of-

communism-in-australia/tas/the-fear-of-communism-in-australia/australia-

after-1945/the-spread-of-communism-after-world-war-ii 

3. https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/australia/hill-last/index.htm 

 

 

Australian Intelligence: 

http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/five-eyes-asymmetric-alliance/
http://www.internationalaffairs.org.au/australianoutlook/five-eyes-asymmetric-alliance/
http://www.dummies.com/education/history/world-history/australias-involvement-in-the-cold-war-korea-malaya-malaysia-and-vietnam/
http://www.dummies.com/education/history/world-history/australias-involvement-in-the-cold-war-korea-malaya-malaysia-and-vietnam/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/02/history-of-5-eyes-explainer
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/02/history-of-5-eyes-explainer
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/print/1112744
http://www.markedbyteachers.com/international-baccalaureate/history/the-fear-of-communism-and-its-effects-on-australia-in-the-1950s-and-60s.html
http://www.markedbyteachers.com/international-baccalaureate/history/the-fear-of-communism-and-its-effects-on-australia-in-the-1950s-and-60s.html
http://www.skwirk.com/p-c_s-56_u-490_t-1333_c-5124/the-fear-of-communism-in-australia/tas/the-fear-of-communism-in-australia/australia-after-1945/the-spread-of-communism-after-world-war-ii
http://www.skwirk.com/p-c_s-56_u-490_t-1333_c-5124/the-fear-of-communism-in-australia/tas/the-fear-of-communism-in-australia/australia-after-1945/the-spread-of-communism-after-world-war-ii
http://www.skwirk.com/p-c_s-56_u-490_t-1333_c-5124/the-fear-of-communism-in-australia/tas/the-fear-of-communism-in-australia/australia-after-1945/the-spread-of-communism-after-world-war-ii
https://www.marxists.org/history/erol/australia/hill-last/index.htm


 
 

1. http://theconversation.com/explainer-how-the-australian-intelligence-

community-works-94422 

2. http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/security/royal-commisson/ 

3. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02684527.2012.621592?src=r

ecsys& (this source looks at the intersection between various Intelligence 

Bureaus, including Australia’s) 

http://theconversation.com/explainer-how-the-australian-intelligence-community-works-94422
http://theconversation.com/explainer-how-the-australian-intelligence-community-works-94422
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/explore/security/royal-commisson/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02684527.2012.621592?src=recsys&
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/02684527.2012.621592?src=recsys&

