
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to the British House of 
Commons. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to make this 
the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to welcome 
you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for the British House of Commons. It contains 
three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: 
topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better 
understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch 
point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading and 
understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: British House of Commons (BHOC) 
 
Introduction  
 
The British House of Commons is composed of 650 elected representatives from 
across the United Kingdom. Along with the House of Lords, these two bodies work to 
make laws, approve government spending, and serve as a check on the power of 
government.  
 
Throughout World War II, Prime Minister Winston Churchill of the Conservative Party 
benefited from tremendous popular support. However, as the war came to an end the 
Labor Party began to rise in popularity. Britons were drawn to Labor’s focus on social 
reform, centered around social security, a National Health service, and more. In 
contrast, the Conservative Party bet on the public popularity of Winston Churchill to 
win the elections. Come 1945, the public voted for a majority Labor government, which 
resulted in the replacement of Winston Churchill by Clement Attlee as Prime Minister. 
With this result, Attlee’s Labor party won 393 seats, the Conservative party won 210 
seats, the Liberal party won 12 seats, and all other parties combined won 25 seats.1 

 
Topic A: Post-War Reconstruction of Economy and 
Diplomacy 
  
 
The United Kingdom was targeted by the German Luftwaffe, especially during the first 
few years of the war in an offensive known as “The Blitz.” During this time, mainly 
military and industrial but also civilian targets across major cities such as London, 
Manchester, Glasgow, and Edinburgh were targeted and bombed by the German air 

                                                        
1 "BBC Politics 97," BBC, 1997, accessed July 19, 2018, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/background/pastelec/ge45.shtml. 



 
 
force.2 At the same time, Axis powers attempted to restrict the United Kingdom’s ability 
to import food and raw materials, leading to a shortage and the government’s 
implementation of country-wide rationing for food, clothing, and fuel. Following the 
war, widespread poverty continued, and the government was faced with numerous 
challenges in their reconstruction efforts, such as the physical reconstruction of 
damaged or destroyed areas as well as economic reconstruction and the eventual end 
of rationing. As members of Parliament in the House of Commons, delegates will be 
responsible for coming up with policies to aid in the reconstruction of post-war Britain, 
keeping in mind the country’s poor economic situation and lobbying allies such as the 
United States for international aid. 
 
On top of this, the government was further responsible for the restoration of diplomatic 
ties and relations with countries across Europe, and the development of policies to deal 
with rising tensions with other nations such as the Soviet Union. While various 
questions regarding post-war European diplomacy were settled amongst the US, UK, 
and USSR, Members of Parliament here today must decide to what extent the United 
Kingdom would benefit from continued international involvement in areas such as 
post-war Germany and Japan as well as in relation to the Soviet Union. 

 
Topic B: Creation of Social Support Systems  
 
As part of their political agenda, the Labor party promised social support initiatives 
ranging from social security and employment guarantees to a National Health Service. 
Many of the social challenges faced by the government during this time period, as well 
as some of the proposed solutions, were included in the Beveridge Report, published 
in 1942 and written by social policy expert William Beveridge. In this report, Beveridge 
outlined what he coined as the “Five Giants,” or the five major social challenges faced 
by the British population. The “Five Giants” were want (poverty), ignorance (lack of 
education), squalor (poor housing), idleness (unemployment), and disease (lack of 

                                                        
2 "History - The Blitz (pictures, Video, Facts & News)," BBC, accessed July 19, 2018, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/events/the_blitz. 



 
 
healthcare).3 In order to combat these “Five Giants,” Beveridge suggested in his report 
the creation of a social security system built on five crucial characteristics: 
comprehensive (supported citizens from birth to death), universal (open to everyone), 
contributory (everyone paid into the system from their wages), non-means tested 
(available even to those who couldn’t pay), and compulsory (everyone who was able to 
had to contribute).4 Employing this as a roadmap, the post-war Labor government went 
on to establish the British Welfare State, the centerpiece of which was the creation of 
the National Health Service available to all British citizens. As delegates tackle the issue 
of post-war social support systems, they should keep in mind their political affiliations 
as MPs, the current economic situation of the country, and the social challenges faced 
by the British population across the country. 
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
● https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2001/mar/14/past.education 

○ This source provides an overview of the creation of the welfare state in Great Britain. 
 
● https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z6ctyrd/revision/6 

○ This source outlines the Beveridge Report and its impact on the British welfare state. 
 
● http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/special/politics97/background/pastelec/ge45.shtml 

○ This source provides an overview of the 1945 election. 
 
● https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/role/ 

○ This source is an overview of the workings of the British Parliament. 
 
● http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/election_01.shtml 

○ This source outlines the lead-up to the 1945 election. 
 
● http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timeline/factfiles/nonflash/a1143578.shtm

l 
○ This source provides background on the Beveridge Report. 

                                                        
3 "WW2 People's War - Timeline," BBC, accessed July 19, 2018, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/timeline/factfiles/nonflash/a1143578.shtml. 
4 Ibid. 


