
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to The British Defense 
Council. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to make this the 
most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to welcome you all 
to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for The British Defense Council. It contains three 
key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: topics, 
structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better 
understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch 
point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading and 
understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Topic Abstract: British Defense Council 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
The primary goal of this committee is to understand how intelligence and defense 
agencies can coordinate effectively across borders, while continuing to prioritize 
national interests. Delegates will seek to understand how the Five Eyes––the 
intelligence alliance between the US, United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, and 
Canada––gathered and shared intelligence during the first decades of the Cold War to 
prevent the rise of Sino and Soviet power. The British Defense Council will not only 
coordinate with committees from the other four countries, but also across national 
defense bodies, as the BDC centralizes all British defense capabilities. Delegates are 
expected to have a working knowledge of the causes of and historical events related to 



 
 
the topics. Delegates should also understand the powers the committee holds and be 
aware of the capacities of the other bodies within the alliance. The remainder of this 
abstract will provide a brief description of the topics as well as sources upon which to 
base your research. 

 
Topic A: Nuclear Arms Race 
  
 
One of the main characteristics of the Cold War was a hegemonic arms race between 
the US and the Soviet Union. The 1950s saw the American development and testing of 
the hydrogen bomb as well as a series of Soviet atomic bomb tests. However, the US 
and USSR were not the only countries developing a nuclear arsenal, as British leadership 
viewed nuclear weapons as a mark of advanced technological capability and global 
prestige.1 The British government strove to keep up with the progress of the U.S. and 
USSR. In October 1952, Britain became the third country to test a nuclear device. May 
and June of 1957 marked the first tests of Operation Grapple, a series of hydrogen 
bomb tests in the Central Pacific. During this era, British defense leadership had to 
contest with frequent challenges to developing the country’s nuclear program. First, 
there were the increasing costs of the programs to develop nuclear weapons, whose 
expenses were often kept shrouded from public scrutiny.2 Second, the British 
government dealt with the waxing and waning interest and support of the U.S. in 
developing their nuclear capabilities.3 Third, the British government faced a growing 
anti-nuclear movement as they tested more weapons.4 The British Defense Council will 
have to face these challenges and others as they attempt to protect their people and 
status during the war. 

 
 

                                                
1 Nick Childs, “Britain’s Struggles in Nuclear Race,” BBC News, https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-
23323238. 
2 Ibid 
3 Ibid 
4 Rothwell, “Antinuclear Movement | Social Movement,” Encyclopedia Britannica, 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/anti-nuclear-movement. 



 
 

Topic B: Decline of Empire  
 
The post-World War II era also saw massive decolonization. The British Empire, once 
the most extensive empire by land mass, granted independence to many of its 
dependencies beginning in the 1940s––India in 1947, Sri Lanka and Burma in 1948. 
Ghana, the first Sub-Saharan dependency to receive independence became sovereign in 
March of 1957. The British government not only had to contend with increased 
pressure within its dependencies from nationalism movements but also increased 
international pressure to decolonize.5 Unrest, organized protest and revolt characterized 
many of the independence movements in the mid-to-late 1950s, particularly those in 
both Northern and Sub-Saharan Africa. The British Defense Council will have to 
manage security issues related to these independence movements, such as rebellion in 
Kenya. The Mau Mau Uprising, also known as the Kenya Emergency, began in 1952. 
Though the British essentially defeated the Mau Mau, the rebellion continued even after 
British forces killed the rebel leader Field Marshal Dedan Kimathi in 1962.6 The 
uprising and its quashing led to increased anti-colonialist sentiment and heightened 
tensions within native communities and between native Kenyan peoples and European 
settlers.7 The BDC will have to deal with the fallout from events like these as its 
members manage national interests abroad. 
 
Topic C: Preventing Sino-Soviet Dominance  
 
This topic will most closely bring together the member states of the Five Eyes as they 
work together to ensure the dominance of the West over the Chinese and the Soviets. 
The organization played an enormous role in intelligence sharing between the Allied 
states. For example, the Five Eyes provided intelligence that allowed for tracking of 

                                                
5 The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, “British Empire | Historical State, United Kingdom,” Encyclopedia 
Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/place/British-Empire. 
6 Nolundi, “The Mau Mau Uprising,” Text, South African History Online, November 24, 2016, 
http://www.sahistory.org.za/article/mau-mau-uprising. 
7 Ibid 



 
 
Soviet submarines with ballistic missiles in the North Atlantic.8 Keeping the power of 
the Soviets and Chinese limited was an important mission, and the United States and 
its allies used the strategy of containment to prevent the spread of communism 
throughout vulnerable states. The Western bloc had to ramp up its efforts in the 1950s, 
considering the military-stalemate that was the outcome of the Korean War in 1953. As 
the Cold War escalated, the West became increasingly suspicious of Soviet interests in 
the “Third World.” The United States, which harbored the greatest fears of the domino 
effect of the spread of communism, was able to pressure Britain into maintaining 
greater control over its dependencies to prevent Soviet influence; a key example of 
which is Guyana, whose Communist leaders Churchill overthrew and then jailed.9 The 
British Defense Council will have to coordinate its efforts with the other states of the 
Five Eyes to deal with this topic, while keeping in mind British interests and national 
goals.  
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Below is a list of resources that will be useful for preparation for committee. Overall, 
an understanding of the general mission and powers of the British Defense Council and 
important historical events of the era, particularly related to the above topics will be the 
most beneficial to perform well in committee. 
 
UK Defence Journal (Blog): The Five Eyes - The Intelligence Alliance of the 
Anglosphere 
● https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/the-five-eyes-the-intelligence-alliance-of-the-

anglosphere/ 
● This is a good overview of how the Five Eyes formed and how the member 

states utilized the alliance during the Cold War to further their goals 
 
Atomic Heritage Foundation: British Atomic Bomb Project 
                                                
8 J. Vitor Tossini, “The Five Eyes - The Intelligence Alliance of the Anglosphere,” UK Defence Journal (blog), 
November 14, 2017, https://ukdefencejournal.org.uk/the-five-eyes-the-intelligence-alliance-of-the-anglosphere/. 
9 “Thunder in Guyana. The Film,” PBS Independent Lens, 
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/thunderinguyana/film.html. 



 
 
● https://www.atomicheritage.org/history/british-atomic-bomb-project 
● This outlines the birth and development of nuclear weapons in the UK as well 

as the relationship between the British and American programs 
 
King’s College London: The National Defense Council 
● https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/

NSC%20final%202.pdf 
● This report gives a comprehensive overview of the history of defense policy as 

it has existed on a national and executive level throughout British history 
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