
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to the Canadian 
Directorate of Security and Intelligence (CDSI). The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been 
working day and night to make this the most rewarding and educational experience 
yet, and we are excited to welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for CDSI. It contains three key elements to allow 
you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: topics, structure, and research 
avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better understanding of the content 
in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch point for further research about 
the content of this committee. By reading and understanding the topic abstract, you 
will more fully get a sense of how this committee will be run at NAIMUN and what 
specific issues the NAIMUN staff want you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Topic Abstract: CDSI 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
The primary goal of this committee is to develop an understanding of the nuances, 
benefits, and challenges of intelligence-sharing among allied nations. In the midst of a 
hostile Cold War environment, the secret Five Eyes alliance is hard at work combatting 
the fierce Russians and their desire to spread Communism to all parts of the globe. 
Founded in 1946, this intelligence sharing organization is comprised of the United 
Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, the United States, and most importantly, Canada. 
Now in 1957, this committee will focus on developing forces in the Canadian 
Directorate of Security and Intelligence to coordinate with the broader anglosphere 
struggle against Sino-Soviet power. 



 
 
 
Delegates are expected to have a working knowledge of the causes of and contemporary 
happenings relating to the topics as well as a broad understanding of international 
politics. The remainder of this abstract will provide a brief description of the topics for 
debate in committee as well as sources upon which to base your research.  

 
 
Topic A: Countering Sino-Soviet Influence 
  
 
Following the end of World War II, the Soviet Union strived to maintain a dominating 
force in the affairs of surrounding states on the continent in an effort to increase its 
own overall security. In response to the USSR’s creation of the Eastern Bloc in 1947 
and the 1948 Berlin Blockade, Western nations looked towards strengthening their 
nuclear arsenals and reinforcing diplomatic alliances to challenge Russian aggression. 
As a result, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was established in April 
1949, requiring members in this military alliance, such as Canada, to come to the aid of 
member states under attack. That same year, in October 1949, Mao Zedong, leader of 
the Chinese Communist Party, declared victory in the Chinese Civil War. Conflict then 
moved to Korea, as tensions between the U.S.’s southern occupation was brought to a 
head with the U.S.S.R.’s northern sector. Bending to pressure from North Korea’s ruler, 
Kim Il-Sung, Stalin authorized invasion of the 38th parallel in 1950, sparking the 
Korean War.  
 
Though the war ended in 1953, this conflict was a costly test of the idea of containment. 
Western troops sacrificed greatly, and allies were forced to decide how much putting 
an end to Communist expansion was worth it to them. As Canada responds to anti-
communist fears at home and abroad, it must remember its commitments to the 
objectives of the United Nations and NATO while relying on its domestic intelligence 
organizations such as the CDSI to provide peace and security. 

 
 



 
 

Topic B: Domestic Interests vs International Commitments  
 
It is also imperative that Canada considers how its commitments to the Five Eyes 
alliance could conflict with their domestic interests. Information sharing among the 
alliance entails Canada giving away its technological advancements, gathered 
intelligence, and other national security secrets in order to coordinate with other 
nations. One issue that arises from this arrangement is the possibility of spies in both 
the Canadian and allied governments. As seen with Julius and Ethel Rosenberg, who 
were arrested in 1950 for transmitting U.S. nuclear secrets to the Soviet Union, there is 
a sizable risk that foreign spies already present in other governments may leak the 
sensitive information that Canada chooses to divulge within the alliance. Information 
sharing may be beneficial, but with so many individuals and countries involved, the 
potential for misuse is high and the consequences of such abuse are even costlier. 
 
Therefore, Canada’s national security may be — paradoxically — both improved and 
threatened by the agreements made with international allies. Canadian policy-makers 
must ensure that these agreements remain faithful to domestic interests as well as align 
with collective security objectives. 
 
Topic C: New Intelligence Technologies  
 
Incredible technological advancement took place in Canada during this time period — 
improving intelligence gathering methods. Large-scale radar scanners, early missile 
detection safeguards, and communications interception systems allowed Canada and its 
allies to collect better intelligence as well as provided improved defense capabilities in 
case of an attack by a hostile power. For example, the Canadian government 
constructed the Pinetree Line in its Arctic territory so that radar systems could better 
detect Soviet interference in Five Eyes airspace. Building on this concept, the Mid-
Canada Line (also known as the McGill Fence) of the early 1950 was also aimed at 
detecting various incursions earlier to reduce response time.1 This radar system is 

                                                        
1 https://opentextbc.ca/postconfederation/chapter/9-4-the-cold-war/ 



 
 
emblematic of the rapid pace of development and deployment of new technologies into 
the intelligence and defense sectors. 
 
Coordination among Five Eyes’ intelligence operatives allowed for a significant increase 
in espionage during this period — particularly targeting the Soviet nuclear program. 
KGB counterintelligence operations had yet to catch up to the state-of-the-art 
technologies Canada, among others, were utilizing. Canadian intelligence and its allies 
aimed to maintain this competitive advantage in this era, meriting significant policy 
discussion on how best to incentivize innovation in both the private and public sectors.  
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Below is a list of resources that will be useful for preparation for committee. Overall, 
an understanding of current events, the general mission and powers of CDSI and 
intelligence-sharing systems will be the most beneficial to perform well in committee. 
  
CIA Intelligence Report: The Sino-Soviet Struggle in the World Communist 
Movement Since Khrushchev’s Fall 
• https://www.cia.gov/library/readingroom/docs/esau-33.pdf 
• This paper focuses on the West’s relationship with China and Russia during the 
Cold War, providing a helpful examination of the Communist movement. 
  
Canadian History: Post-Confederation 
• https://opentextbc.ca/postconfederation/chapter/9-4-the-cold-war/ 
• This page provides an in-depth analysis of the role of Canada during the Cold War, 
relating its domestic concerns to its international commitments 
 
CIA Document: The Cold War Atomic Intelligence Game, 1945-70: From the 
Russian Perspective 
https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/csi-
publications/csi-studies/studies/vol48no2/article01.html  



 
 
• This historical document reflects on U.S. intelligence during the Cold War of the 
Soviet nuclear programs, useful as an insider’s lens into Russian operations and the 
extent of state secrecy. 
  
CIA Unclassified Article: The Intelligence Revolution and the Future 
• https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-study-of-intelligence/kent-
csi/vol37no4/html 
v37i4a04p_0001.htm  
•  This library includes various sources concerning intelligence with historical analysis 
and future projections. 
  
Intelligence, Academia and Industry 
• https://fas.org/irp/eprint/snyder/academia.htm (see links at bottom of page on 
CSIS) 
• These sources aim to demonstrate the strength of the Canadian intelligence services, 
while suggesting potential improvements to its current model.  
 


