
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to JCC “A Kingdom 
Divided”: Catalan Independence. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day 
and night to make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are 
excited to welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for JCC “A Kingdom Divided”: Catalan 
Independence. It contains three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in 
advance for the committee: topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this 
abstract is to give you a better understanding of the content in the committee. As well, 
it is meant to be a launch point for further research about the content of this 
committee. By reading and understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a 
sense of how this committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the 
NAIMUN staff want you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: JCC - Catalan Independence 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
The primary goal of this committee is to cultivate a thorough understanding of the 
cultural, economic and political circumstances surrounding the Catalonian Secession 
movement through the perspectives of Barcelona and Madrid alike. Recent years have 
seen an increase in popularity for longstanding secessionist movements across Europe, 
from Scotland and Corsica to Catalonia itself. These movements are rooted not only in 
contemporary economic pressures that have impacted many states unequally, such as 
automation, outsourcing and migration, but also in deeply rooted historical animosities. 
As a result, Catalonia’s independence movement draws support from a variety of 



 
 
factions at home and abroad, and the eventual resolution of the movement will have 
ramifications across the European Union and the wider world. Delegates are expected 
to have a strong grasp of the motivating factors driving both Madrid and Barcelona’s 
actions, and to demonstrate ingenuity in tackling the challenges faced by their side of 
the committee. 
 
Topic A: Linguistic and Cultural Representation 
  
 
Catalonia and the Catalan people have a rich history dating back centuries, and the 
perceived overreach of the Spanish government’s educational and linguistic policies 
have resulted in substantial tensions and support for secession. The Principality of 
Catalonia was a crown territory of the Kingdom of Aragon before becoming a part of 
Spain in the 15th century, and since then there have been multiple civil wars and 
struggles for independence that pitted Madrid against Barcelona. The Renaixença, or 
cultural renaissance, spurred the revival and celebration of Catalan and Catalonian 
artistic and cultural traditions in the 19th century. There are 5.9 million speakers of 
Catalan in the region today. As a consequence, there exists today not only a substantial 
economic difference between Catalonia and the rest of Spain, but substantial 
differences in culture, including the role of religion in politics and family life. Without 
a clear plan to reconcile Spain’s competing cultures, fault lines will continue to exist for 
decades to come. 
 
Topic B: Secessionist Factions and Regional Tensions  
 
Since the early part of the 20th century, a variety of political parties have strived for 
either Catalonian independence or autonomy. In 1922, the Estat Catala party was 
founded to pursue separation from the Spanish state due to economic and cultural 
tensions, and in 1931, the Estat Catala and other parties formed a united front: the 
Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya (Republican Left of Catalonia, the ERC). That same 
year, Catalonia declared independence before subsequently acquiescing to Madrid’s 
demands with a negotiated settlement for autonomy. The Spanish Civil War and 



 
 
dictatorship of Francisco Franco reversed all of those gains, with Catalonia having 
largely supported the Republican opposition to the victorious Nationalist faction.  
 
Today, the Catalonian independence movement has taken on new life after the highest 
court in Spain Court ruled that previously granted autonomy was unconstitutional, and 
thus many in the region now see secession as the only route to greater freedom for the 
Catalan people. The ERC and the Popular Unity Candidacy (CUP) are now explicitly 
campaigning for separation from Spain and the formation of an independent state, with 
numerous smaller parties also extent, such as the leading student unions the SEPC and 
FNEC. However, no national party has come out in support of such a scenario, and 
only the Podemos party has expressed even lukewarm support for referendums to 
determine the outcome. While recent referendums have returned majorities in favor of 
secession, turnout in each case was below 50%, and it would be a mistake to see the 
people of Catalonia as united in favor of secession. Furthermore, the Spanish 
government is unlikely to accept any self-proclaimed independent state for fear of 
exacerbating similar tensions with the Basque region. Catalonian delegates will have to 
determine whether outright independence or negotiated autonomy is better for their 
people, while the Spanish delegates will need to contemplate both inflexible and 
conciliatory approaches. 
 
Topic C: Role of Media in Conflict  
 
Though there have been relatively few accusations of ‘fake news,’ the role of media in 
the Catalonian independence movement has become noticeably partisan in recent years. 
Most native Catalonian media outlets have come out wholeheartedly in favor of 
independence, while other territories of Spain have been unambiguous in their disdain 
for the movement. Radio stations in Barcelona speak of liberty, freedom and self-
determination, while stations in Madrid or Seville are warning listeners of treasonous 
movements in Spain. Attempts by the Spanish central government to take control of 
Catalonia’s largest public broadcasters in the fall of 2017 did little to bridge the gap in 
discourse and resulted in growing fears in Catalonia that Francoist censorship will be 
returning in the days to come. With celebrity figures weighing in with impassioned 



 
 
statements across the cultural arena, from football stars to artists, there is a growing 
need for truly impartial coverage of the conflict. 

 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Political Parties in Spain and Catalonia: 
● PDeCAT: www.partitdemocrata.cat 
● CDC: www.partitdemocrata.cat 
● CUP: cup.cat 
● Podemos: podemos.info 
● United Left: http://www.izquierda-unida.es/ 
● People’s Party: www.pp.es 

 
Role of the Media: 
● https://www.theguardian.com/media/2017/dec/10/catalonia-media-drop-

impartiality-for-independence-spain 
○ This article showcases the role of Catalonian media in supporting the 

secession movement. 
● https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/listeningpost/2017/10/spain-media-

spin-catalonia-171008112952501.html 
○ This piece provides more of an overview of how the perspectives of 

news organizations on both sides of the conflict are shaping their 
reporting. 

● http://www.catalannews.com/society-science/item/the-internet-has-
strengthened-the-catalan-independence-movement 
○ This piece from a Catalonian source describes the specific role of the 

internet and online media in providing more support and legitimacy to 
the Catalonian side.  

● http://www.digitaljournal.com/news/world/cervantes-and-columbus-swept-
up-in-catalan-separatist-push/article/444701 
○ This article showcases how Spanish and Catalonian historical figures are 

playing a role in the modern conflict.  



 
 
 
 
General Resources 
● https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/spain/11894762/Cata

lan-election-Record-breaking-turnout-expected-in-most-important-ballot-in-
generations.html 
○ This article provides an overview of the atmosphere and expectations 

before the referendum for Catalonian independence. 
● Strongly recommended: Any of the following articles from The Atlantic with 

updates about the Catalonian secessionist movement  
○ https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/12/catalonia-

independence-spain/547766/ 
○ https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/12/what-

catalonia-can-teach-the-united-states/549011/ 
○ https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/10/catalan-

spain-referendum-independence-puigdemont/544307/ 
 


