
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to National Supervisory 
Commission of the PRC. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night 
to make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for National Supervisory Commission of the 
PRC. It contains three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the 
committee: topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give 
you a better understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be 
a launch point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading 
and understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Topic Abstract: National Supervisory Commission 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 
 
Introduction  
 
The National Supervisory Commission of the People’s Republic of China was 
established in early 2018 as the highest-ranking anti-corruption agency in the Chinese 
government. The Commission’s activities and powers are, at the time of writing, still 
somewhat uncertain; however, what is clear is that the Commission is empowered to 
take on corruption in all forms and at all levels. 
 
This committee will function relatively similarly to a standard crisis committee. The 
committee as a whole will debate and pass directives on issues of vital national 
importance to the People’s Republic, authorizing investigations, ordering the 
questioning and/or detention of individuals, and allocating resources to proactively 
prevent corruption. The Commission will also be able to hold investigative hearings 



 
 
(i.e. trials) for those accused of corruption. Delegates, using their individual portfolio 
powers, will also be able to independently authorize and carry out investigations. 
 
The mandate of the Commission is broad, and the following topics are by no means 
the only ones which delegates will be required to discuss over the course of the 
conference. Indeed, delegates will have significant leeway to choose the Commission’s 
focus, either from the below topics or their own. However, the selected topics are 
strong possibilities for the Commission to address and are also an excellent starting 
point for additional research. 
 
Topic A: Corruption in CCP Leadership 
  
 
In past decades, what corruption may have existed within the upper levels of the 
Chinese government was not investigated or punished. However, this has changed in 
recent years as President Xi Jinping has made clear that he prioritizes targeting 
corruption at all levels and scales. Notable examples of this include the life sentence 
handed down to the disgraced Bo Xilai, who was previously believed to be in line for a 
position on the powerful Politburo Standing Committee; the removal and sentencing 
of Sun Zhengcai, the youngest member of the 18th Politburo; and the investigation of 
Gen. Zhang Yang, who previously led the Central Military Commission’s political work 
department.  
 
Critics contend that, while some of the allegations against the above leaders and other 
powerful figures may have merit, these officials are being targeted by Xi Jinping because 
he sees them as potential political rivals. While these investigations may offer the 
Commission the greatest opportunity to grow its prestige, they also may pose challenges 
to the Commission’s independence and functionality due to their political implications. 
 
 
 
 
Topic B: Oversight of Local and Regional Governments 



 
  
 
Corruption exists at all levels of China’s government; however, the corruption with the 
most visible impact on the daily lives of the Chinese people often occurs at the local 
level. There are countless examples of corruption on the part of local Party bureaucrats 
and local government leaders. This includes demanding bribes for access to social 
services or preferential treatment, spending official money on personal expenses, 
accepting bribes from businessmen in return for favorable contracts or access to 
government land. The central government has struggled to effectively rein in this 
corruption; however, some progress has been made in recent years due to the Xi 
administration’s focus on targeting this corruption. Local elections, implemented in the 
1990s and refined since then, were intended to allow citizens to remove corrupt 
officials, but have often themselves become vehicles for corruption. 
 
Delegates may choose to allow the ongoing efforts to continue and focus on a different 
area; however, focusing on this topic will provide direct and valuable benefits to 
Chinese citizens while avoiding some of the challenges of taking on the elites or 
systemic issues. 

 
Topic C: Defining Structure/Activity of the Commission  
 
While the Commission’s mandate—to root out corruption at all levels within the CCP 
and related institutions—is clear, due to the recency of its creation, the means by which 
the Commission will seek to pursue these goals is as of yet largely undefined. As with 
many agencies (especially prosecutorial ones) in China, particularly under Xi Jinping’s 
rule, the Commission will be able to wield its powers broadly and interpret the scope 
of its mandate liberally. 
 
The structural challenges for the Commission are numerous, and delegates may choose 
to address none, some, or all of the areas suggested below, as well as choosing other 
structural aspects to address. Possible areas for discussion include: 

• The resources the Commission will need to carry out its day-to-day work, 
including human, financial, and technical resources. 



 
 

• The way in which the Commission relates to other relevant agencies, including 
but not limited to the courts, the Supreme People’s Procuratorate, the CCDI, 
and police forces. 

• The manner in which the Commission will be overseen (i.e. to whom they will 
report and the process for such reporting), given the need to balance between 
appearing to be acting in an unbiased and apolitical manner and the immense 
importance of the Commission’s success to Xi and the Politburo. This area of 
discussion will likely be of particular importance as delegates may face pressure 
from the Party leadership regarding the course of their investigations and 
prosecutions. 

• The proper focus of the Commission’s investigations, including both the scale 
of corruption to be targeted as well as the agencies on which efforts should be 
focused. 

 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
This journal article provides a detailed background on the Commission’s origins, 
structure, operations, and interactions with other agencies: 
https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/9CAF21C973111FF770A5869FC078FBC293
0E818EFFCE6AB3FF58F032E52F422AC89A23075ACA5B349F54F00D4D8DF99
B 
 
Outlines some of the continuing challenges China faces with combatting entrenched 
corruption: 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ralphjennings/2018/03/15/corruption-in-china-gets-
stuck-half-way-between-the-worlds-best-and-worst/#dc4f32d73d10 
 
Outlines some of the challenges and uncertainties surrounding the Commission’s role 
and powers: 
https://thediplomat.com/2018/05/whats-so-controversial-about-chinas-new-anti-
corruption-body/ 
 
This article from state-run Xinhua News describes the opening of the Commission: 
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/23/c_137060883.htm 


