
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to The Congress of 
Vienna, 1814. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to make 
this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for The Congress of Vienna, 1814. It contains 
three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: 
topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better 
understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch 
point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading and 
understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: The Congress of Vienna, 1814 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
This committee will seek to build a new, stable European order from the rubble of the 
Napoleonic era. Made up of many stakeholders, the Congress of Vienna was comprised 
of hundreds of delegates representing empires, kingdoms, cities, ecclesiastical bodies, 
trade unions, merchant leagues and much more, all seeking to work towards a lasting 
peace. In this simulation, those many delegations will be pared down to some of the 
most crucial actors. The committee will follow the double-delegate format, thus 
encouraging constant and robust debate and politicking, while also allowing for 
extensive use of crisis elements. The committee will work together to craft Congress-
wide actions and detailed international treaties, while each delegation will also be vested 



 
 
with the full capabilities and resources of their respective governments. However, keep 
in mind at all times the ultimate goal of the committee: to forge a lasting and effective 
peace. Actions which bring powers into full-fledged military conflict will be viewed 
primarily as a defeat for the aggressor. Achieving your government's strategic objectives 
while also ensuring continental security will be a true balancing act at the core of the 
Congress of Vienna. 
 
Topic A: Post-Napoleonic Balance of Power 
  
 
In the wake of more than two decades of continent-wide warfare resulting from the 
fallout of the French Revolution, the Congress of Vienna is tasked with cobbling the 
continent back together. The long period of revolutionary war has yielded a great deal 
of uncertainty surrounding the borders of Europe’s states, as empires contend with 
restive national elements in their midst. Central Europe must come to terms with the 
passing of the Holy Roman Empire and determine a new administrative course in the 
new century. In resolving the outstanding territorial and diplomatic disputes across 
Europe, the Congress will seek to bring about a balance of power such that another 
cataclysmic war will not arise. Members of the Congress will look to ensure that no 
European state becomes disproportionately powerful, thereby preventing a large-scale 
conflict due to the inevitability of defeat for the aggressor. The delegates gathered at 
Vienna will move to bring power and glory to their empire or state but must 
simultaneously maintain continental peace. 
 
Topic B: Suppressing Domestic Unrest  
 
Among the conservative elites of the Congress of Vienna, one of the primary perceived 
threats is the rise of republicanism and nationalism. The empires and kingdoms 
assembled in Austria are tasked with combating this rising tide of radicalism threatening 
to inundate the continent. Helped along by the wide reach of Napoleon’s empire at its 
peak, republican and nationalist thought is now spreading quickly through Europe and 
threatening to upend the social, political, and economic order. Fueled by the wave of 



 
 
romanticism, the threat posed by these movements is grave. With the recent 
proliferation of secret societies and fraternal brotherhoods among elites, each with 
secret agendas, as well as popular revolutionary groups among the lower classes, this 
phenomenon will require states to both work on policy internationally as well as 
domestically. The powers of this shattered continent must come together to cooperate, 
lest their order be destroyed from within. 
 
Topic C: Establishing Lasting Peace in Europe  
 
The wounds of the Napoleonic Wars are fresh in the minds of all at the Congress. The 
latest round of continental conflict was a particularly brutal one, bringing about massive 
loss of life and economic productivity. While previous wars were often quickly resolved, 
the wars brought about by Napoleon’s aggressive policy were protracted, calling for 
immense resources and manpower. Because of these memories, the empires and 
kingdoms of Europe are intent on building a system by which conflict can be avoided. 
The powers that have emerged from the fighting are now tasked with building a 
mechanism by which large-scale wars will become antiquated and peaceful coexistence 
is the norm. The kings and plenipotentiaries here at the Congress of Vienna must forge 
such a system and build a peaceful future, all while guaranteeing and promoting the 
glory and wellbeing of their own country. 
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Below is a list of resources that will be useful in preparing for the committee. Overall, 
an understanding of European history before, during, and after the French revolution, 
will aid your performance in committee. Specifically, information about the Napoleonic 
wars, and the relations between the different European states in the late 1700 to mid-
1800 will allow you to better understand the events taking place within committee. 
Some knowledge of diplomatic and mercantilist theory, as well as the basic tenets of 
conservatism and republicanism at the time may also be helpful. 
 



 
 
https://books.google.com/books?id=-
KKmBAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=congress+of+vienna&hl=en&sa=X&
ved=0ahUKEwj055TT1b3bAhWJ44MKHdI8D5wQ6AEILTAB#v=onepage&q=co
ngress%20of%20vienna&f=false 
 
https://books.google.com/books?id=QqjAePd6ao0C&printsec=frontcover&dq=con
gress+of+vienna&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiz2ObO1r3bAhUs9IMKHZL1BW
8Q6AEIVTAI#v=onepage&q=congress%20of%20vienna&f=false 
 
A good place to start your research would be the Encyclopedia Britannica, which has a 
thorough descriptions of the major concepts we will be discussing. The Britannica 
encyclopedia and New World Encyclopedia may also be helpful in finding out more 
information about your specific delegation’s position. Recommended readings in the 
Britannica encyclopedia include: 
 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Concert-of-Europe 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/balance-of-power 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Napoleonic-Wars 
 


