
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to Indira Gandhi’s 
Cabinet, 1975. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to make 
this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for Indira Gandhi’s Cabinet, 1975. It contains 
three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: 
topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better 
understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch 
point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading and 
understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Topic Abstract: Indira Gandhi’s Cabinet, 1975 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
The primary goal of this committee is to explore the turbulent world of post-colonial 
nation building and governance through the lens of the world’s largest democracy: 
India. Delegates will have to come up with creative ways to use and expand the tools at 
their disposal in order to gain and maintain personal power, political stability, and 
national unity. On top of all these challenges, they will also need to balance India’s 
position as a non-aligned state as ideological divides threaten to tear the world in two. 

 
 



 
 

Topic A: Maintaining a Young Democracy  
 
The Emergency has granted Indira Gandhi sweeping powers, the kinds of which are 
much more characteristic of a dictatorship than a democracy. Delegates will have to 
struggle with the balance between stability and freedom, between national and territorial 
integrity, and the ideals of freedom and the political participation all those governed. 

 
Topic B: Cold War in the Post-Colonial World  
 
The end of World War II divided Europe into two spheres, one capitalist and one 
communist. As decolonization accelerated after the war, these newly formed nations 
have become the battleground for these two spheres, each vying for more members. 
India, like many other ex-colonies, has declared themselves non-aligned and done what 
they can to avoid being dragged into the global Cold War. Nonetheless, both sides will 
do all that they can to ensure that India does not fall under the influence of the other... 
 
Topic C: Preserving Indian National Unity  
 
The Indian subcontinent is one of the most diverse regions of the world. Numbers vary 
greatly based on how one defines a language vs. a dialect, but India has hundreds of 
languages, many of which are unrelated to one another. Even after Partition, there is 
still great religious diversity, with large Muslim and Sikh communities, as well as Jain, 
Buddhist, Christian, and others. The Indian government, hoping to avoid the 
Balkanization of the subcontinent, has already invaded and annexed would-be states in 
the subcontinent, most prominently Hyderabad. There may be attempts to form break-
away states to challenge the still young central Indian state. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Indira Gandhi’s Emergency Speech: 
https://www.nytimes.com/1975/06/27/archives/speech-and-proclamation.html  
 
Indian National Congress and Post Colonial State Building: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41855201?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 
 
India and Pakistan: Partition and Nation-Building in the Post Colonial State: 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/097152310401100107?journalCode=s
asa  
 
Personal account of the Emergency: 
https://books.google.com/books?id=ABbLCQAAQBAJ 
 
Narratives of the Emergency from Delhi: 
https://books.google.com/books?id=3IO1WB2H8UUC 
 
Non-aligned movement: http://mea.gov.in/in-focus-
article.htm?20349/History+and+Evolution+of+NonAligned+Movement 
 
Cold War in India and Pakistan: https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=f-
OdAwAAQBAJ 


