
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to 
make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for Organization of Islamic Cooperation. It 
contains three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the 
committee: topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give 
you a better understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be 
a launch point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading 
and understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
 
Introduction  
 
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation was established at a summit in Rabat, 
Morocco, after the Al-Aqsa Mosque was burned down in Jerusalem in 1969. Its original 
30 members first convened in 1970 in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The Organization was 
founded around the idea of Muslim solidarity, “in the spirit of promoting international 
peace and harmony.” Over the years, it has focused on a wide range of issues including 
but not limited to poverty alleviation, economic cooperation, the Palestinian cause, and 
Islamophobia. 
 
Today, OIC is the second largest intergovernmental organization in the world after the 
United Nations, with 57 members and a collective population of 1.5 billion people. Its 
members are diverse geographically, ethnically, and politically; the only common thread 
is each member state’s Islamic identity. There are contrasting views on the OIC’s future 
direction. Some countries hope that the OIC will encourage moderation and address 
the root causes of Islamic extremism. Other countries see OIC as a means to expand 
theocratic influence globally. 

 
Topic A: Islamic Financing and Public-Private Partnerships 
  
 
The World Bank Group defines public-private partnerships (PPP) as a “long-term 
contract between a private party and a government entity, for providing a public asset 
or service, in which the private party bears significant risk and management 
responsibility, and remuneration is linked to performance.” Increasingly, PPPs are 
viewed as the solution to crumbling infrastructure and failing public services. 
Traditional infrastructure projects are plagued by delays, inefficiencies, and budget 
overruns. PPPs have the potential to mitigate these issues by clearly allocating risks, 



 
 
delineating responsibilities, and implementing best practices. How might Sharia-
compliant financing play a role in this evolving sphere? 
 
Currently, Islamic finance only makes up of 1% of global financial assets. However, the 
industry is growing rapidly; over the last two decades, the industry has seen an 
annualized growth rate of about 15%. There is increasing interest from multinational 
corporations and private companies to utilize Sharia-compliant financing tools to 
increase their presence in the Islamic world.  
It is the role of the Organization to consider how governments might establish 
ecosystems friendly for PPPs using Islamic finance tools. Compared to other nations, 
how might Islamic countries have to differ in their approach to PPPs? Considering the 
social responsibility mandates in sharia, what types of projects might be most viable for 
PPPs in Islamic countries?  Finally, since Islamic finance is still a niche market, how can 
OIC increase awareness and knowledge of Islamic financing? 
 
Topic B: Impact of Youth Unemployment on Political Stability  
 
Today the Arab world youth unemployment rate is at 27%, almost double the 
worldwide rate. In 2010, frustration from youth unemployment was widely credited as 
a major cause of the Arab Spring uprisings. While this issue does not plague non-Arab 
Islamic countries, the resulting Islamic extremism that stems from youth frustration is 
problematic for all Muslims. 
 
Youth unemployment can be addressed in a variety of different ways, although different 
solutions may be appropriate for each country. In Egypt, for example, college graduates 
face higher levels of unemployment (over 30%) than non-college graduates. In some 
other countries, however, better educational programs might train the population to 
perform occupations with more demand. Some solutions include expanding civil 
service positions or prioritizing the employment of citizens. 
 
Other employment issues that youths face include underemployment. As The Economist 
observed, “All too often taxi drivers reveal that they possess engineering degrees.” As 



 
 
a whole, the dearth of appropriate jobs for the increasingly educated youths of the Arab 
world is a clear problem.  
 
Muslim youth unemployment has a high correlation with rates of expat jihadism. Many 
theorize that unemployment causes severe social and psychological frustration that 
push Muslim youths to protest or join extremist groups. The issue of Islamic extremism 
is one that affects all Islamic nations, not just those affected by high unemployment 
rates. The Organization has a duty to propose systems that not only provide alternatives 
to extremism but also address the root of the under- and unemployment problem that 
plagues the Arab world. 
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Council on Foreign Relations: Background of The Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/organization-islamic-conference 

Great resource for understanding a broad overview of the history and 
significance of the OIC. 

 
The Organization of Islamic Cooperation: History 
https://www.oic-oci.org/page/?p_id=52&p_ref=26&lan=en 
 History of the OIC in the Organization’s own words. 
 
McKinsey: The Rising Advantage of Public-Private partnerships  
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/capital-projects-and-infrastructure/our-
insights/the-rising-advantage-of-public-private-partnerships 

This article provides a broad overview of pros and cons of public-private 
partnerships and the role that PPPs play in developed countries like the United 
States. 

 
 
 



 
 
World Bank: Islamic Finance and Public-Private Partnership 
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/792701518619005045/pdf/123425-
WP-P157703-PUBLIC.pdf 

This document thoroughly examines how Islamic finance might play a role in 
public-private partnerships. The resource provides a number of suggestions for 
implementation and several cases that future implementation can be modeled 
on. 

 
Financial Times: Beginners’ Guide to Islamic Finance 
https://www.ft.com/content/8c9bc2fc-8845-11df-a4e7-00144feabdc0 

This article summarizes the overarching principles behind sharia-compliant 
financing. It is an excellent starting point for further research into the topic. 
 

The Economist: Big interest, little interest 
https://www.economist.com/finance-and-economics/2014/09/13/big-interest-no-
interest 

This article presents some of the obstacles that sharia-compliant lenders have 
faced in expanding globally as well as the difficulties that traditional lenders 
have encountered in adopting sharia-compliant financial instruments.  

 
OECD: Public-Private Partnerships in the Middle East and North Africa: A 
Handbook for Policy Makers 
https://www.oecd.org/mena/competitiveness/PPP%20Handbook_EN_with_covers
.pdf 

This handbook analyzes how policymakers might approach PPPs in the Middle 
East and North Africa. In particular, it highlights cases in the renewable energy 
and transportation industries. 

 
Brookings Institute: How Do Education and Unemployment Affect Support for 
Violent Extremism? 
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/global_20170322_violent-extremism.pdf 



 
 

This report examines how unemployment for educated individuals specifically 
fuels support for violent extremism and terrorism in the Arab world. 

 
The Economist: Looking Forward in Anger 
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2016/08/06/look-forward-in-anger 

This briefing examines data and anecdotal evidence from the Arab world to 
analyze the evolving attitudes of Muslim youth. 

 
African Development Bank Group: Youth Unemployment and Political Instability in 
Selected Developing Countries 
https://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Publications/Working_
Paper_171_-
_Youth_Unemployment_and_Political_Instability_in_Selected_Developing_Countrie
s.pdf 

This report examines the correlation between youth unemployment and 
political instability in a variety of countries across the world. It provides an in-
depth literature review and provides some policy recommendations. 

 
World Bank Group: Jobs or Privileges 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/20591 

This report examines some of the policies in the Middle East and North Africa 
that have either led to the unemployment problems or have sought to reduce 
the unemployment problem. 

 


