
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to The Sixth Committee 
of the General Assembly: Legal. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day 
and night to make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are 
excited to welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for The Sixth Committee of the General 
Assembly: Legal. It contains three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in 
advance for the committee: topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this 
abstract is to give you a better understanding of the content in the committee. As well, 
it is meant to be a launch point for further research about the content of this 
committee. By reading and understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a 
sense of how this committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the 
NAIMUN staff want you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: Legal 
 
Introduction  
 
The Legal Committee is the Sixth Committee of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. In this year’s meeting, the forum will consider two key legal issues: criminal 
accountability of UN officials and the legal terminology of international displacement. 
Both issues are of critical importance to both the UN and its member states. The aim 
of this session will be to definitively lay out the legal definitions surrounding these two 
issues and come to an agreement on the bounds of international law and proper 
enforcement mechanisms. 

 
Topic A: Criminal Accountability for UN Officials 
  
 
The question of criminal accountability of UN officials and experts on mission has been 
a controversial one since the inception of the UN. The legal jurisdiction that governs 
the activities of ambassadors, agents, experts, and peacekeeping forces contains many 
gaps and ambiguities that need to be addressed. This committee will aim to amend 
existing legislation and create new frameworks on finding ways to judge criminal 
officials, defining state intervention, and reviewing the potential for a more centralized 
function that manages criminal accountability. 
 
Criminal acts committed by officials and experts on missions have significant 
consequences on the public image and credibility of the UN. While ensuring criminal 
accountability is the responsibility of both the UN and its member states, it is often 
difficult to ascertain the most appropriate means of enforcing these laws to punish 
officials engaging in criminal behavior. Therefore, the committee must identify the gaps 
in jurisdiction that exist today and close these gaps by defining where different legal 



 
 
obligations lie. How can the UN facilitate different entities working together to most 
efficiently execute international and national laws surrounding the issue? 
 
Recently, member states have disagreed over the need for a convention. Proponents of 
a creating a convention believe that a convention would emphasize and legitimize the 
different measures set out to improve criminal accountability, and that nothing will be 
properly enforced without this type of legal writing in place. However, others believe it 
is premature and that the bulk of the responsibility falls in national institutions and 
individual criminal justice systems. 

 
Topic B: Legal Terminology of International Displacement  
 
65 million people are forcibly displaced across the globe. With newly displaced 
populations emerging at an unprecedented speed due to armed conflict, political and 
economic strife, and environmental disaster, states and international agencies have 
struggled with the distinction between a “refugee” and a “migrant,” as the two 
categories grant different treatment. This committee will discuss how to correctly 
distinguish the two and provide adequate protection for those who need it. 
 
The principle aim of international conventions and human rights laws is to codify and 
guarantee a clearly defined range of rights to all human beings regardless of citizenship. 
The intention of this committee, therefore, is to outline within this international human 
rights context what rights should be guaranteed to different groups that are displaced 
internationally – refugees, asylum seekers, forcibly displaced persons, internally 
displaced persons, stateless persons, etc. It is also essential to acknowledge the various 
nuances within each of these groups and take them into account as the committee drafts 
different guidelines. 
 
Additionally, the committee should discuss the disparity apparent between states in how 
they follow international guidelines currently set out. Not only is there a huge difference 
among states in their refugee admittance rate, but also in how they treat those who 



 
 
come into their borders. Defining terminology would be a useless effort if these 
definitions and rights are not abided by. 
  
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Topic 1 

1. Summary of national provisions re: international criminal accountability 
○ http://www.un.org/en/ga/sixth/gov_comments/criminal_accountabilit

y.shtml 
2.  “Security Council Advised on Handling International Criminal Justice” 

○ http://sdg.iisd.org/news/security-council-advised-on-handling-
international-criminal-justice/ 

3. "Officials, Experts Must Be Held Accountable for Crimes Committed on 
Mission, Sixth Committee Speakers Stress, But Disagree over Need for 
Convention” 
○ https://reliefweb.int/report/world/officials-experts-must-be-held-

accountable-crimes-committed-mission-sixth-committee 
4.  “Improving Criminal Accountability in United Nations Peace Operations” 

Stimson Center Report 
○ https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/102719/Improving_Criminal_Accountab

ility_June2009.pdf 
  
Topic 2 

1. “UNHCR viewpoint: ‘Refugee’ or ‘migrant’ – Which is right?” 
○ http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2016/7/55df0e556/unhcr-

viewpoint-refugee-migrant-right.html 
2. “Refugees, Asylum Seekers & Migrants: A Crucial Difference” 

○ https://www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk/blog/2016/09/refugees-
asylum-seekers-migrants-crucial-difference/ 

3. UNHCR Population Statistics 
○ http://popstats.unhcr.org/en/overview 

4. “Asylum & The Rights of Refugees” / International Justice Resource Center 



 
 

○ https://ijrcenter.org/refugee-law/ 
5. UNHCR guide to international refugee protection and building state asylum 

systems 
○ http://www.unhcr.org/publications/legal/3d4aba564/refugee-

protection-guide-international-refugee-law-handbook-
parliamentarians.html 

  
 
 


