
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to the Algerian National 
Liberation Front in 1954. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night 
to make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for the Algerian National Liberation Front. It 
contains three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the 
committee: topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give 
you a better understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be 
a launch point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading 
and understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: Algerian National Liberation Front 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
The primary goal of this committee is to develop an understanding of colonial 
revolutionary movements, specifically in the context of French-occupied Algeria. 
French colonialism has an oft-overlooked yet enduring legacy in much of North Africa. 
Nationalism on the basis of self-determination rose, and anti-colonial movements grew 
in an effort by the people to free themselves of their colonial occupiers. Delegates are 
expected to have a working knowledge of the roots and consequences of French 
colonialism in Algeria, as well as an understanding of the structure and goals of the 



 
 
National Liberation Front. The remainder of this abstract will provide a brief 
description of the topics as well as sources upon which to base your research. 

 
Topic A: Self-Determination and Independence 
  
 
The theory of self-determination has often been touted by movements and institutions 
in the West -- for example, the American Revolution -- while many of these same 
countries have had a history of suppressing this same right of self-determination in non-
Western countries. The Algerian people, under occupation by the French, are a prime 
example of this. After years of colonial rule, the Algerian National Liberation Front 
began in 1954 what is now known as the Algerian War of Independence or the Algerian 
Revolution. In this committee, delegates will face the obstacles and struggles involved 
in gaining self-determination and independence, and how to make these ideals part of 
a sustainable country.  

 
Topic B: Anti-Colonialism  
 
Although the term ‘Orientalism’ as it is often used today was not coined until the late 
20th century by Professor Edward Said, Orientalism as a concept was at the foundation 
of French colonialism. Orientalism, or the Western attitude towards peoples in North 
Africa and Asia, claimed the ‘West’ to be inherently superior, developed, and rational, 
while the ‘Orient’ was not. The anti-colonial movement sought to reclaim the peoples’ 
power and expel external forces from imposing authority on the native peoples. 
Delegates should have a working understanding of the forces involving in suppressing 
the Algerian people, and what methods were used in the Algerian Revolution, as well 
as other independence movements around the world, in reclaiming the rights of 
peoples.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

Topic C: Government Formation  
 
The Algerian peoples were tasked not only with fighting a colonial occupier, but also 
forming a government to replace the expelled colonial power. The National Liberation 
Front largely adopted that responsibility and developed itself as a party founded upon 
Algerian nationalism. Although its tactics and strategy were controversial both among 
Algerians and others, the FLN’s ultimate goal was Algerian independence. To 
accomplish this, they need a government. Furthermore, this government must 
sustainably support the ideals of self-determination and independence that the Algerian 
people are seeking to reclaim. Successful government formation stands as one of the 
most daunting tasks that lies ahead.  
  
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
● https://middleeast.library.cornell.edu/content/proclamation-algerian-national-

liberation-front-fln-november-1-1954 
○ This publication showcases the text of the proclamation that established 

the National Liberation Front in Algeria.  
● https://www.dailysabah.com/feature/2016/06/18/how-french-colonization-

shaped-algerias-future  
○ This article discusses French influence in Algeria, specifically how 

French colonization shaped Algeria’s future.  
● https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2006/11/a-chronology-of-

the-algerian-war-of-independence/305277/  
○ This is a detailed timeline of the Algerian War of Independence, 

discussing important actors and turning points.  
 


