
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to SPECPOL. The staff 
of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to make this the most rewarding 
and educational experience yet, and we are excited to welcome you all to DC in 
February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for SPECPOL. It contains three key elements to 
allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: topics, structure, and 
research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better understanding of the 
content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch point for further research 
about the content of this committee. By reading and understanding the topic abstract, 
you will more fully get a sense of how this committee will be run at NAIMUN and 
what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Topic Abstract: SPECPOL 
 
Introduction  
 
SPECPOL traditionally fosters debate into the most pressing issues of the modern 
international realm, and this year is no different. In this year’s committee, the leaders of 
the world will gather to discuss two vital facets within SPECPOL’s wide purview: UN 
Election Monitoring, and Protection of Minority Refugee Populations.  
 
Both issues play key roles in healing a world that can feel more divided by the day. The 
work SPECPOL has done has been key since its establishment as the 4th General 
Assembly of the United Nations. These Assemblies are a marvel of international 
diplomacy and problem solving, one of the few rooms in the world where, at the end 
of the day, every member country has an equal voice, from an equal vote. This profound 
equity is found nowhere else in the international system, and the discussions that 
emerge from these assemblies are profound testaments to the importance of dialog on 
an equal footing.  
 
We hope that you all are excited to carry on this hallowed tradition of dialog and 
diplomacy. With your effort and intelligence, we can craft an educational and 
inspirational conference that excites us all about the international realm.  

 
Topic A: UN Election Monitoring 
  
 
The United Nations has a vital role to play in sponsoring the global growth of 
democracy and fairness through its election monitoring program. The United Nations 
offers services to any nation that requests them, helping to ensure fair and free elections 
that can be trusted by the electorate. Since the initialization of the Election Monitoring 
program in 1991, over 100 states have requested UN monitoring support; this increased 
confidence has helped dozens of fragile new democracies become established and 



 
 
legitimized. Over the years, the UN has been careful to establish a system that ensures 
top to bottom transparency and responsibility in its monitoring program, creating a 
watertight and corruption-resistant platform that can help any state in the world craft 
more democratic outcomes.  
 
Despite these successes, there are several crucial challenges to the UN monitoring 
program. Firstly, the program needs to refine how to enforce political norms 
consistently across vastly different societies, cultures, and underlying political 
arrangements. A case by case approach has been long used, but there remain challenges 
in finding the proper lines of flexibility and rigidity in deciding what considerations may 
or may not be made to suit an individual nations politics. Additional challenges include 
the cyber element of elections, both expanding access to the democracy through online 
voting, or to protect the confidential information surrounding an election from external 
threats.  
 
The world would be a more peaceful and dependable place if it were easy to hold secure 
elections. This committee must work to make that a reality, and to ensure that the world 
grows more accountable each day.  

 
Topic B: Protection of Minority Refugee Populations  
 
The world is facing a refugee crisis that is the worst seen in the Second World War. The 
number of displaced people, largely from the Middle East and part of Africa, that are 
streaming into every corner of a very interconnected world, are entering vastly different 
societies, or settings that they could have never imagined. It is vital for this body to 
establish protocols and systems that ensure that the increasing number of minority 
refugees who find themselves in foreign lands near or far from their place of origin are 
safe in body, in personal sovereignty, and in the rights that the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights enumerates.  
 
These groups need protection in myriad ways. The issues that affect minority groups 
are very different in the camps of Eastern Turkey than in an immigrant-filled 



 
 
neighborhood in Berlin. Violence, both physical and societal, effects large swaths of 
people who suddenly find themselves as members of a minority in a foreign land. This 
body must decide how to focus on and address the nearly limitless challenges these 
groups face, and how to do right by these people who have suffered so much, while 
also maintaining a focus on national security.  
 
Refugees may be an oft-discussed topic, but that is because the human suffering that 
these groups experience is poignant and challenging to everyone who hears of it, thus 
drawing the UN to action to address this most pressing issue. This is an opportunity 
for delegates to tackle this challenge themselves, and to produce novel and effective 
solutions to this renewed global challenge. 
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Topic A: Election Monitoring  

1. United Nations Department of Political Affairs: 
https://www.un.org/undpa/en/elections 

2. United Nations Electoral Assistance Division (UNEAD) 
http://aceproject.org/about-en/full-partners/UNEAD 

3. The Carter Center - Democracy Program 
https://www.cartercenter.org/peace/democracy/index.html 

4. Beyond Intractability - Election Monitoring 
https://www.beyondintractability.org/essay/election_monitoring 

 
Topic B: Protecting Minority Refugee Populations  

5. Protection of Refugees who Belong to Minorities: The UN High Commission 
on Refugees - 
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/GuideMinorities12en.pdf 

6. Mainstreaming a minority rights-based approach to refugee and migrant 
communities in Europe: 
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MRG_Rep_MStream
_ CMC_FINAL.pdf 



 
 

7. Integrating Refugees: The Case for a Minority Rights Based Approach: 
https://academic.oup.com/ijrl/article-abstract/24/1/1/1527568 

8. Refugee crisis: Syria’s religious minorities must not be overlooked: 
https://theconversation.com/refugee-crisis-syrias-religious-minorities-must-
not-be-overlooked-47448 

 
 


