
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to Michael Temer’s 
Cabinet, 2016. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to make 
this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for Michael Temer’s Cabinet, 2016. It contains 
three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: 
topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better 
understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch 
point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading and 
understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: Michael Temer’s Cabinet, 2016 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend 
to focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower 
and more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global 
concepts and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of 
portfolio powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of 
their character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis 
committees are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per 
committee. They tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set 
topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
The primary goal of this committee is to develop a broader understanding of the 
governance of a developing nation with global aspirations. Brazil, due to its physical 
size, substantial population, and high GDP, will play a key role in the global sphere in 
the coming years. Managing such a large nation facing challenges that penetrate various 
levels of government, industries, and society is a complicated and challenging task that 
requires cooperation among the highest level of government and a nuanced 
understanding of Brazil’s political, economic, and societal realities. Therefore, the 
President’s Cabinet exists to set policy at the highest level and provide the guidance and 



 
 
leadership needed to steer the nation across its challenges. The committee will 
encompass the intricacies of governance while focusing on four key topics. Delegates 
are advised and expected to have a working knowledge of the causes and current 
happenings relating to the topics, a general overview of Brazilian politics and current 
affairs, as well as an understanding of the extents and limitations of the government’s 
power. The remainder of this abstract will provide a brief description of the topics as 
well as sources upon which to base your research. 
 
Topic A: Entrenched Corruption 
  
 
A historical issue originating from the time of Brazil as a colony, deep-rooted corruption 
has been continuously exposed at the various levels of government by investigative 
police forces since the early 2010s. Political corruption in Brazil occurs primarily in the 
form of “superfaturamento,” or overbilling where companies charged the state and 
state-owned companies more than market price and gave influential politicians and 
political parties a share of the profits. Notably, the construction company Odebrecht 
overcharged the government for various construction projects, including stadiums for 
the World Cup and the Olympics. The state-owned oil company, Petrobras, has been a 
frequent victim of overbilling.  
 
A variety of investigations are currently ongoing. Of these, the most important is 
Operation Car Wash, ordered by Judge Sérgio Moro, which currently targets the highest 
levels of the Brazilian government, including members of Congress, former presidential 
candidates, former-President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, and current members of the 
Temer Cabinet, including President Temer himself. As it stands, the issue of corruption 
will be a major focus of the committee, which must decide how and whether to tackle 
the problem. Current cabinet members and the president are under investigation and 
must decide how to respond to legal and political developments relating to the 
investigations. 

 
 



 
 

Topic B: Role of Military in Government  
 
Historically, the military has played a large role in Brazilian politics and government. In 
the times of the Empire, the first Republic, and especially during the military 
dictatorships, the Brazilian Armed Forces maintained substantial influence in the 
political sphere. Due to the backlash resulting from the last military dictatorship ending 
in the early 80s, the military has been sidelined and removed from any influence in 
politics and governance. However, as of late, the military has begun exercising more 
power in government. Military backlash and public military pushback against Temer’s 
proposal to replace a defense minister resulted in his abandoning the idea and keeping 
the previous minister, a former high-ranking general. Additionally, the military has 
recently begun actively engaging in politics and publicly commenting on political 
developments, most notably with a tweet from the head of the Army, General Villas 
Boas, on current judicial developments against former President Lula.  
 
Furthermore, popular opinion regarding the military has changed. In the past few years, 
a surge of support for the military and for the military dictatorship has appeared, 
especially among conservative and right-wing ideologues who had been out of power 
for a decade. Among such groups, support and nostalgia for the brutal dictatorship have 
increased. Lastly, due to rampant crime and loss of order, especially in poor 
neighborhoods and slums in Rio de Janeiro, the military has taken an increasingly larger 
role in everyday security, including taking over all security for the city of Rio. Delegates 
should note that the Civil Police in Brazil is in charge of investigating crimes, while the 
Military Police is in charge of preventing crimes and is akin to the U.S. National Guard 
rather than an internal police force for the armed forces. However, increasingly, the 
military itself has been brought in under the government’s intervention powers to 
handle the security and establish law and order in the states. It is up to the President, 
upon the advice of his Cabinet, to determine when and how often to involve the military 
in political affairs. 
 
 
 



 
 

Topic C: Shaky Economic Situation  
 
Starting in 2014, Brazil entered the worst recession it had faced in decades. The 
economy shrank by large percentages, sometimes by two percent or greater, for eight 
consecutive quarters. Caused by political scandals, falling oil prices, and financial 
mismanagement, the recession hit Brazilians hard, especially the poor and middle class. 
Corruption, strikes, and mass discontent with the government have further fueled 
instability and decreased economic development. In early 2017, the economy officially 
exited the recession and grew by one percent in the first quarter. While technically no 
longer in recession, the economy is by no means recovered. Unemployment stands 
around fourteen percent and is especially high among young people. Economic 
confidence and development are low, and the nation is still far from fully recovered 
from the recession. Inflation is also in the double digits and it is up to the government 
to guide the nation and the economy back on track. 
 

Topic D: Global Spotlight of the Olympics 
 

 
The initial purpose of making a bid for the Olympics had been to bring Brazil into the 
global stage. After half a decade of strong economic development, continental 
leadership, and a deeper involvement on the international stage, a well-staged and 
successful Olympic Games, on the heels of an expected successful and victorious World 
Cup in 2014, were expected to bring Brazil the fame, respect, and reputation it felt it 
deserved. After winning the bid for the 2016 Olympic Games, the security, stadium 
building, and infrastructure were the main challenges the government had to tackle in 
preparation for the Olympic Games. To handle the influx of millions of expected 
tourists, public transportation, train tracks, airports, and harbors had to be built and 
expanded. Stadiums had to be built for the events themselves and the city of Rio, 
infamous for crime and violence, had to be pacified and made secure for the Games, 
both from common domestic crime and potential terrorist attacks.  
 
However, the Games themselves failed to live up to all expectations. Multiple cases of 
crime and violence occurred, the Zika crisis hit Brazil around the time of the Olympics, 



 
 
and rampant corruption marred the Olympics. Additionally, the ongoing impeachment 
of President Rousseff and the accession of Temer as Acting President diminished the 
role of the Olympics as a diplomatic coup for Brazil as most heads of state declined to 
personally attend to avoid the delicate political situation. The Cabinet must determine 
how to react to developments during the Olympics, how to manage the diplomatic 
situation, and how to ensure they live up to the success the government promised the 
Brazilian people. 
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
Below is a list of resources that will be useful in preparing for the committee and as a 
launching point for further individual research. An understanding of current and recent 
events in Brazil will be critical to success in committee. Further recommended for a 
good performance in committee are knowledge of the structure and authority of the 
Brazilian government, contemporary crises and issues, and the general political climate. 
  
Basics: 
● https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/br.html 

○ This CIA database is great for the basic facts about the country 
● http://thebrazilbusiness.com/article/introduction-to-the-brazilian-constitution 

○ This article provides a succinct and effective summary of the constitution, including 
powers the government has, and what cannot be done under the constitution 

● http://www.brazilgovnews.gov.br/federal-government/state-structure 
○ This state-run website provides an overview of the Brazilian state and its structure. 

Look on the left side under “How the Government Works” for more information 
on the various branches and their powers. 

 
Corruption: 
● http://www.bbc.com/news/business-30129184 

○ This news article provides a look at how the state-owned oil company Petrobras 
played a role in the corruption scandals. 

● https://www.yahoo.com/news/former-brazil-president-collor-charged-petrobras-
corruption-205108912.html 
○ This news article demonstrates the extent to which the investigations have affected 

Brazilian politics and reached the highest levels of government. 
● https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/brazils-corruption-fallout 



 
 

○ This report by the Council on Foreign Relations gives a detailed look at corruption 
investigations currently ongoing and their effects on the government, on politics, and 
on the economy. 

● https://www.business-anti-corruption.com/country-profiles/brazil/ 
○ This report by the GAN Business Anti-Corruption Portal provides a comprehensive 

look at corruption in Brazil beyond the investigations frequently reported in the 
news. 

 
Military: 
● https://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/03/opinion/in-brazil-a-new-nostalgia-for-military-

dictatorship.html 
○ This opinion piece in the New York Times highlights surging popular sentiment in 

favour of and support for the military and the last dictatorship. 
● https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt13x173z 

○ This novel illustrates comprehensively the historical and contemporary role of the 
military in Brazilian politics. I recommend skimming Part I and the conclusion.  

● https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-13/crisis-weary-military-becomes-
more-vocal-as-brazil-voting-nears 
○ This news article highlights the recent examples of interference by the Brazilian 

military in political issues and non-military affairs. 
● https://www.ft.com/content/a4e31d0c-1374-11e8-8cb6-b9ccc4c4dbbb 

○ This news article is an example of government use of the military as a security force 
by discussing the military takeover of security in Rio de Janeiro. 

● http://www.institutoriobranco.itamaraty.gov.br/images/pdf/CAD/LXVII/Bibliografia/pol
itica-externa-brasileira/leitura-complementar/Brazil-Military-Modernization---Marcos-
Degaut.pdf 
○ This journal article by the Instituto Rio Branco discusses the modernization of the 

military in Brazil and how that is influencing Brazilian politics and culture. 
 
Economy: 
● http://www.bbc.com/news/business-39193748 

○ This news article briefly summarizes the recession and its effect on the Brazilian 
economy. 

● https://www.ft.com/content/f3d2cd90-1e46-11e8-aaca-4574d7dabfb6 
○ This news article discusses the technical recovery from the recession while 

illustrating how weak the economy still is. 
● http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-40120364 

○ This news article further summarizes the recession and its effect on the economy and 
politics. 



 
 
● https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-08-21/brazil-s-lost-decade-the-invisible-

costs-of-an-epic-recession 
○ This news article provides a more comprehensive look at the deeper economic and 

social effects of the recession. 
 
Olympics: 
● https://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/03/sports/03olympics.html 

○ This news article recounts the winning of the bid by Rio and the goals and 
expectations of the 2016 Rio Olympics. 

● https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2016/aug/04/rio-olympics-brazil-politics-zika-virus 
○ This news article demonstrates the various ways that the Rio Olympics failed to live 

up to expectations and the various challenges it faced and experienced. 
● https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/05/brazilian-police-arrest-olympics-chief-

carlos-arthur-nuzman-bribery-investigation 
○ This news article showcases the level of bribery and corruption involved in the Rio 

Olympics. 
 


