
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working 
day and night to make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we 
are excited to welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for UNDP. It contains three key elements to 
allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: topics, structure, and 
research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better understanding of the 
content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch point for further research 
about the content of this committee. By reading and understanding the topic abstract, 
you will more fully get a sense of how this committee will be run at NAIMUN and 
what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Topic Abstract: UNDP 
 
Introduction  
 
The United Nations Development Programme centers its mission around supporting 
nations’ efforts to achieve the seventeen UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
focusing broadly on issues of sustainable development solutions sharing, democratic 
governance and peace building and climate and disaster resilience. The UNDP operates 
in 170 different countries to build partnerships between local governments and non-
governmental organizations and international institutions to grow capacity to meet 
some of the world’s most critical challenges. These partnerships are a fundamental 
component to the framework of the UNDP’s programs. Bringing together the UN and 
its affiliates alongside non-governmental organizations and their resources has proven 
to be successful in creating a sustainable solution for communities in less developed 
areas of the world to manage problems ranging from poverty to food insecurity to 
climate change.  
 
Another important element of the UNDP’s mission is the empowerment of local 
communities, with a particular consideration for human rights and protection of 
women’s and indigenous rights. Integrating the work already being done on the ground 
in local communities, along with adapting solutions to the cultures and traditions of 
where UNDP is conducting projects helps promote community ownership and 
engagement and ensures that the work of the UNDP is truly impactful. Incorporation 
of data-driven resource allocation, efforts to increase transparency and a decentralized 
organizational structure prioritizing the committed professionals in the field are all 
highlights of UNDP programming which have contributed to its distinction as the 
premier development agency in the world.  
 
The UNDP is dependent on the member states of the United Nations. The states have 
the opportunity and responsibility to direct priorities for the organization, responding 
to both short and long term needs in every corner of the globe. The investments and 



 
 
decisions made by this agency help to shape the direction of development efforts by 
not just the UN but all organizations and governments working to those same ends. 

 
Topic A: Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change 
  
 
The work of the UNDP on climate change highlights the outsized impact which climate 
disasters can and will have on developing communities. Climate change has the 
potential to cripple local economies, from the impact of rising sea levels on small fishing 
towns to growing periods of drought on agriculture seasons. These types of changes 
are felt particularly poignantly in the developing world where resilience infrastructure 
and technology is largely inaccessible and national governments often do not have the 
resources to protect against it.  
 
The UNDP’s work on this issue ranges from disaster risk education programs in 
vulnerable countries to ensuring crucial transportation ways are able to remain open in 
the case of natural emergencies. The UNDP also works to help countries meet their 
commitments to The Paris Climate Accord. Upon agreement of the historic 
international climate change reduction measures, each country submitted their own 
actions to be taken to achieve the goals of the Agreement, outlined as their Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). Meeting those NDCs are an important part of each 
country’s unique way to not only mitigate but also prepare for the dangerous effects of 
climate change in the coming years. In addition to the benefit of reducing the harms of 
an increasingly volatile climate, climate change mitigation efforts offer an array of 
opportunities for developing nations. Many such countries are prime candidates for 
alternative forms of energy; additionally, with the assistance of organizations like the 
UNDP, communities in these countries are empowered to take an ownership role in 
their larger development agendas.  
 

 
 
 



 
 

Topic B: Water and Ocean Governance  
 
A critical component of development projects anywhere in the world is resource 
management, and in many key developing regions of the world, water is at the top of 
the priority list.  Water has an immense impact on how a community operates both 
economically and socially, from what kind of jobs people have to what food they eat. 
For this reason, it is important that water resources be managed efficiently and 
equitably, especially as threats like climate change, pollution, overfishing and poor 
sanitation jeopardize those resources in developing parts of the world. 
 
The UNDP takes a multilateral approach, cooperating with other international agencies 
and organizations as well as local community groups, to create sustainable ways to 
manage water and ocean resources in the developing world. Programs such as Cap-Net 
UNDP, a capacity development network which offers education and online trainings 
on water management, and the UNDP-SIWI (Stockholm International Water Institute) 
Water Governance Facility, which researches and develops policy solutions for water 
sanitation and management, are examples of how UNDP is making progress on this 
issue with a special consideration for the needs of the local communities. The UNDP’s 
water governance programs span a wide variety of water issues, including sanitation of 
drinking water in developing areas to protections from overfishing in coastal 
communities. Solutions, too, should be equally diverse and encompassing of the 
diversity of challenges which water governance poses. 
 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 

1. UNDP: Climate and Disaster Resilience -  
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/climate-and-disaster-

resilience.html 
a. A brief description of the focus of UNDP regarding climate, as well as 

an overview of ongoing programs and priorities for the organization in 
that field. 



 
 

2. WRI:  Changing the Course of Development: UNDP's Role in Supporting 
National-Level Decision-Making Processes in a Changing Climate - 
http://www.wri.org/our-work/project/world-resources-report/changing-
course-development-undps-role-supporting-national 

a. Examination of current UNDP approach to climate and development, 
evaluating various strategies employed by the agency and a few specific 
projects as well. 

3. UNDP: Solar Solutions for Displaced Communities - 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2018/Solar-solutions-
for-displaced-communities.html 

a. Overview of how solar development projects are supporting displaced 
communities in the Middle East and how the UNDP is making these 
projects happen. 

4. FAO: Integrating Agriculture in National Adaption Plans - 
http://www.fao.org/in-action/naps/news-events/detail/en/c/1037174/ 

a. News about recent UNDP, FAO and UNITAR online education course 
on agriculture and climate and how to mitigate risks from a changing 
climate. Useful case study into one of UNDP’s projects on climate 
adaptation and resilience. 

5. UNDP: Water Governance for Poverty Reduction - 
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/aplaws/publication/en/publications/envi
ronment-energy/www-ee-library/water-governance/water-governance-for-
poverty-
reduction/UNDP_Water%20Governance%20for%20Poverty%20Reduction.p
df 

a. Report booklet highlighting the crucial interconnections between climate 
change and other topics of the Millenium Development Goals. It also 
touches on UNDP’s work on the intersection of these subjects. 

6. Water Governance Facility - http://watergovernance.org/about-us/ 
a. Description of the joint UNDP and SIWI (Stockholm International 

Water Institute) project focused on building water governance 
knowledge and working with developing communities to implement 
policy goals and new technologies. 



 
 

7. UNDP: Ocean Action Hub - 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressreleases/20
16/12/20/undp-launches-ocean-action-hub-to-generate-momentum-to-
implement-sdg-14-on-oceans.html 
Brief description of a case study project on UNDP’s work on water and ocean 
management. Ocean Action Hub was a collaborative knowledge gathering 
initiative among the agency and its partners from other sectors to share ideas 
and experience on ocean governance. 

8. Cap-Net - http://www.cap-net.org 
Cap-Net is a joint project involving UNDP which manages networks of 
professionals and members throughout the developing world, sharing best 
practices of capacity development in sustainable water management. 

 


