
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to United Nations 
Security Council, 1999. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night 
to make this the most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to 
welcome you all to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for UNSC, 1999. It contains three key elements to 
allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: topics, structure, and 
research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better understanding of the 
content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch point for further research 
about the content of this committee. By reading and understanding the topic abstract, 
you will more fully get a sense of how this committee will be run at NAIMUN and 
what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Topic Abstract: UNSC, 1999 
 
What is a Crisis Committee?  
  
 
Crisis committees are markedly different from both GAs and ECOSOCs. They tend to 
focus on specific issues, geographic areas, and historical periods. For example, 
NAIMUN LI’s Yedintsvo: Vladimir Putin’s Cabinet, 2000 simulated the early years of 
President Putin’s cabinet, tackling issues from reforming the Russian economy to 
confronting separatists in Chechnya. In essence, crisis committees have a narrower and 
more specific focus than the GAs and ECOSOCs that focus on broad global concepts 
and issues. Crisis committees also have the distinguishing characteristic of portfolio 
powers, where delegates have and can use individual powers that are part of their 
character’s bio in order to shape the ‘world’ they interact in. Finally, crisis committees 
are the smallest of committees, usually with less than 30 delegates per committee. They 
tend to be faster-paced and more dynamic than assemblies with set topics. 
 
Adapted from “A Guide to Model UN.” For more information, please visit: 
https://naimun.modelun.org/introduction-to-model-un/ 

 
Introduction  
 
The United Nations Security Council is charged with maintaining international security 
and safety under the UN Charter. In 1999, the world is a tumultuous place, and 
delegates must balance the needs of the UN with the desires of their home 
governments. In an age of Great Power competition, the Security Council must chart a 
path forward and seek a solution to the most pressing issues of the day. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Topic A: India-Pakistan Conflict in Kashmir 
  
 
Since the Partitioning of 1947 that created the modern state of India, the disputed 
territory of Kashmir has been hotly contested between India and Pakistan, with several 
wars fought over it. After the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, Kashmir was relatively stable 
until the 1990s. In 1998, both India and Pakistan conducted a series of nuclear tests, 
with Pakistan’s first known test in May of 1998. Tensions continue to climb, despite 
both countries signing the Lahore Declaration in early 1999 to try and find a peaceful 
solution. On May 3rd, 1999, Pakistani soldiers disguised as Kashmiri freedom fighters 
crossed the Line of Control, which separates the Indian and Pakistani controlled parts 
of Kashmir. Pakistani and Pakistan-backed paramilitary forces took control of strategic 
points and began artillery bombardments of Indian positions. Over the course of 
several weeks, Pakistani forces slowly infiltrated the Indian side of the Line of Control, 
ultimately taking over more than 150 km2 of the Kargil District of Kashmir.1 
 
To combat this, over 30,000 Indian soldiers, including air force units, were mobilized 
to remove the Pakistani infiltrators. Due to the mountainous terrain of Kashmir, as well 
as its high altitude, both countries had to alter the way they fought. Once India began 
armed conflict to remove the Pakistani forces from their side of the Line of Control, 
however, many worried that the conflict could escalate. Both India and Pakistan had 
nuclear weapons, and there were fears that one or both countries would use nuclear 
weapons due to a misunderstanding. Internationally, Pakistan was seen as the aggressor, 
although the Pakistani government denied the involvement of its troops. Given the 
fragility of the situation, the Security Council must act swiftly before the conflict 
escalates into nuclear war. While international intervention is unlikely, the Security 
Council must walk a careful line between condemning aggression and ensuring that this 
conflict does not lead to conflicts in the future. In particular, there are worries that India 
may use this conflict as an excuse to tighten the restrictions on Kashmiri citizens and 
commit human rights violations in the name of security. To prevent the conflict from 

                                                        
1 Qadir, Shaukat. “An Analysis of the Kargil Conflict 1999.” RUSI Journal.  
https://web.archive.org/web/20090327120655/http://www.ccc.nps.navy.mil/research/kargil/JA00199.pdf  



 
 
escalating, the Security Council will have to work together to quickly stabilize the region 
before either country sparks a nuclear response.  

 
Topic B: New World Order Post-Cold War 

 
 
For much of the United Nations’ history, the Security Council’s politics were dictated 
by the Cold War. With five veto votes split between three Western countries and two 
Communist countries, the ideological disagreements between the East and West made 
the UNSC ineffective in solving world issues. Despite this, in recent years, the Security 
Council authorized dozens of peacekeeping missions throughout the globe. When the 
Berlin Wall fell, and the Cold War ended, global politics changed dramatically. With the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union and the admittance of the Russian Federation, the focus 
of the Security Council began to change to adopt more of a global peacekeeping 
organization. During the Cold War, the Security Council was unable to concentrate on 
many of the issues that plagued the world, as Cold War politics made it difficult to pass 
resolutions without one of the P5 countries vetoing.  
 
Moving forward, the Security Council will have to deal with a host of new issues and 
will have to decide what to prioritize as the world enters the new millennium. Chief 
among these issues are ethnic tensions around the world that are beginning to erupt 
around fault lines such as the Balkans and the Western Sahara. The rise of new Islamist 
movements like the Taliban, which, as of 1999, controls about ¾ of territory in 
Afghanistan, also threaten peace across the Middle East. For the better part of the 
decade, groups like Al-Qaeda have grown increasingly bold as they attack Western 
targets like the US embassy bombings of 1998. In response to terrorism, the Security 
Council will need to find ways to coordinate the efforts of member states to effectively 
tackle this international problem. In addition, Africa is quickly becoming an area of 
focus for international security, and in order to ensure peace on the continent, the 
Security Council will need to use the tools at its disposal to uphold human rights and 
promote post-conflict rebuilding. As the world moves from Cold War superpower 
rivalries to a new, multilateral world, the decisions made within the UN Security Council 
will have grave impacts on the future. 



 
 

Topic C: Conflict in Kosovo  
 
Once firmly a part of communist Yugoslavia, the area that would become known as 
Kosovo began to be embroiled by ethnic nationalism during the waning years of the 
Cold War. Many ethnic Serbs regarded Kosovo as a part of Serbia, even though it had 
a large population of ethnic Albanians. During the Cold War, ethnic nationalism was 
heavily suppressed under Yugoslavia’s dictator, Tito. After his death, however, ethnic 
tensions began to rise between ethnic Serbians and Albanians. Ethnic Albanians began 
to call for Kosovo, which was an autonomous republic at the time, to become an 
independent republic around 1981. This was viewed as unacceptable by ethnic Serbs, 
as Kosovo was home to many Serbian cultural and historical sites. This led to a 
crackdown of ethnic Albanians within Kosovo and the revocation of its autonomous 
status. In response, the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), an Albanian paramilitary 
organization, was formed. The KLA received money and support from Albanians 
abroad, and built up a large supply of weapons. As the KLA began to attack more 
Serbian targets, Serbian forces began a campaign of retribution, which killed many 
civilians in addition to KLA members.  
 
Despite mounting tensions, a NATO-led negotiation session, known as the 
Rambouillet Conference, took place in early 1999. At the same time, NATO issued a 
statement authorizing the secretary-general to launch airstrikes in Yugoslav territory to 
compel a political settlement. The threat of airstrikes hung in the backdrop as 
negotiations began. The Security Council is thus faced with a difficult decision of how 
to best end this conflict, whether or not negotiations succeed. If negotiations succeed 
and an international peacekeeping force is agreed to, the Security Council will have to 
authorize a peacekeeping mission. After the failure of UN peacekeepers to protect 
civilians in Bosnia, the Council will have to find a way to ensure that a peacekeeping 
force can effectively carry out its mandate. Should negotiations fail, NATO will begin 
carrying out airstrikes, but without Security Council authorization. This could weaken 
the authority of the Security Council, and thus member states will need to work closely 
together to either support the NATO bombing campaign or devise its own response.  
 



 
 

Topic D: Technology in the New Millennium  
 
The 1990s were a decade of revolutions for science and technology. The decade began 
with the launch of the Hubble space telescope, sparking a new age in astronomy and 
exoplanetary science. Soon after, the World Wide Web was launched, the first 
genetically-modified food was made available, and the United States government 
announced that its Global Positioning System (GPS) was now fully operational. These 
rapid changes revolutionized society and brought on rapid change all over the world. 
Inevitably, these new changes were accompanied by new problems. With the 
introduction of the World Wide Web, hundreds of entrepreneurs saw an opportunity 
for profit on the Internet. Many investors happily invested in so-called “dot-com 
companies” that do the majority of their business on the Internet. Throughout the late 
1990s, the NASDAQ composite stock market index, which included many Internet-
based companies, grew over 400%, creating a stock market bubble. 
 
At the same time, computer programmers realized that, as the world approaches the 
year 2000, a computer formatting bug built into many programs had the potential to 
cause crippling failures around the world. Known as Y2K, or Year 2000, the problem 
revolved around the formatting of dates in many computer programs. To save space, 
programs only changed the last two digits of years, meaning that after 1999, dates would 
revert to 1900. This has the potential to cause havoc with sensitive systems that require 
accurate time-keeping and is but one example of new international problems caused by 
the introduction of new technologies. To effectively solve these problems and adapt to 
a world that is increasingly reliant on technology, the Security Council will need to 
address both current and future concerns about the direction that technology is taking.  
 
Resources for Further Research

 
 
Below is a list of resources that will be useful in preparing for the committee. Overall, 
a general understanding of international issues in the 1990s, as well as knowledge of 
Cold War politics and the role of the Security Council will be most helpful in performing 



 
 
well in committee. In addition, general knowledge about the state of the world in 1999, 
including areas not explicitly covered by the topics, may be useful. Please note that, as 
the committee takes place in 1999, all events after 1999 have not yet occurred and 
should not be referenced, either within committee or in personal directives.  
 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/United-Nations-Security-Council  
This article provides a brief overview of the history of the Security Council and its structure and 
composition.  
 
http://www.un.org/en/sc/about/functions.shtml  
The UN Security Council page provides information on the functions of the UNSC and the powers 
available to it. 
 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/un-security-council 
The Council of Foreign Relations provides a greater overview of how the Council achieves its goals 
of conflict management and resolution. 
 
https://www.hrw.org/reports/1999/kashmir/summary.htm 
The Human Rights Watch provides background as to the tension points between India and Pakistan 
in Kashmir, as well as the human rights abuses committed by both sides. 
 
https://www.peaceinsight.org/conflicts/kashmir/ 
This article provides the historical background to conflict in Kashmir. Pay special attention to the 
previous wars fought over Kashmir, as historical precedent can be useful in finding a solution for 
today. 
 
http://www.un.org/Docs/scres/1999/sc99.htm  
For more information on the priorities of the UNSC, here’s a list of all UNSC resolutions passed in 
1999. 
 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Kosovo-conflict 
You can find an overview of the Kosovo conflict and the NATO airstrike campaign here. 
 
https://www.britannica.com/technology/Y2K-bug 
This article provides an overview of the Y2K problem.  
 


