
 
 
 
 
Dear Delegates and Moderators, 
 
Welcome to NAIMUN LVI and more specifically welcome to The World Economic 
Forum. The staff of NAIMUN LVI has been working day and night to make this the 
most rewarding and educational experience yet, and we are excited to welcome you all 
to DC in February! 
 
This document is the topic abstract for The World Economic Forum. It contains 
three key elements to allow you all to prepare well in advance for the committee: 
topics, structure, and research avenues. The goal of this abstract is to give you a better 
understanding of the content in the committee. As well, it is meant to be a launch 
point for further research about the content of this committee. By reading and 
understanding the topic abstract, you will more fully get a sense of how this 
committee will be run at NAIMUN and what specific issues the NAIMUN staff want 
you to focus on.  
 
We hope to be of assistance to you in your preparation for NAIMUN LVI. If you 
have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact the Secretary-
General or Director-General. We look forward to welcoming you to the NAIMUN 
family! 
 
Best, 
Chase and Charlotte 
 
Chase Wagers     Charlotte Phillips 
Secretary-General     Director-General 
c.wagers@modelun.org                                    c.phillips@modelun.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Topic Abstract: World Economic Forum 
 
Introduction  
 
Dr. Klaus Schwab of the University of Geneva founded the European Management 
Forum in 1971, aiming to solve issues of the day relating to Europe. However, attendees 
eventually demanded that the forum address a broader variety of issues and by 1987, 
the Forum was renamed as the World Economic Forum. The Forum initially only 
invited business leaders, but over time it began to invite a more diverse set of 
individuals: politicians, academics, celebrities, and scientists. Since the Forum’s birth in 
1971, it has played an important role in solving a variety of issues. As the Bretton Woods 
monetary system collapsed in the 1970s, the Forum brought together prominent 
economists to envision a world with floating exchange rate regimes, replacing the fixed 
exchange rate regime established after World War 2. The leaders of Turkey and Greece 
used the Forum to avoid war in 1988, and the leaders of Israel and the PLO met at the 
Forum in 1994 to draft an agreement on the status of Jericho and Gaza. 
 
Since its inception, the World Economic Forum has evolved dramatically. In 1971, the 
Forum hosted only 444 business leaders, but by 2018, it has expanded to host over 2900 
attendees. The Forum takes place annually in Davos, Switzerland, a small resort town 
in the Alps, typically at the end of January. The Forum is unique in that countries are 
not officially represented--while it’s true that many heads of state and other important 
politicians attend the Forum, they are invited as individuals who have wide-ranging 
political power. All attendees are treated equally as the point of the Forum is to bring 
together the brightest minds across the world to solve some of the most pressing issues 
facing humanity. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Topic A: Proliferation of Commercial Drones 
  
 
In the media, most discussion of unmanned aerial systems, most commonly known as 
drones, focuses on their military applications, and indeed, they have huge military 
potential. However, many have criticized their military application for dehumanizing 
the act of killing during war time. Critics have given military drones a bad reputation 
that spreads to civilian drones. However, drones have huge potential beyond simply 
military drones. They have a variety of commercial, civilian uses: shipping, agriculture, 
safety, and media, just to name a few. 
 
Commercial giants like Amazon have begun to explore the potential for drones to be 
used as a means of shipping consumer goods from warehouses straight to shoppers’ 
houses. Farmers in Japan have used drones to collect data on water usage in their fields 
since the 1980s and thanks to a multi-pronged legislative effort in the 21st century, the 
Federal Aviation Administration began to permit farmers in the United States to use 
drones to scan their fields in order to cheaply gather information on crop water 
consumption; drones have the potential to reduce water consumption, especially in 
drought-affected regions. Drones have been used, particularly in California, to help 
firefighters locate and combat wildfires; police officers across the world have begun to 
use drones in order to locate criminals. Drones, particularly those produced by industry 
leader Da Jiang Innovations, can be used to produce films or to take incredible pictures 
from previously inaccessible vantage points. 
 
However, drones have drawbacks when it comes to privacy and safety. There is growing 
concern that governments could use drones to spy on their people, violating their rights 
to privacy. This is not as large of a concern when drones are used by farmers, but it 
definitely is a potential concern when law enforcement uses them. Furthermore, in 
terms of safety, if drones fly too high or too close to airfields, they risk crashing into 
planes, potentially endangering lives. 
 
What role does the international community have in promoting and regulating the 
proliferation of drones? You must consider the costs and benefits of drones themselves, 



 
 
and potential strategies to properly regulate them that both reduce the costs and 
preserve the benefits of drone use. 

 
Topic B: Investing and Developing in New-Age Energy   
 
Cheap, albeit dirty, energy was instrumental in the development of the world’s advanced 
economies, ranging from the United States to Japan. Coal and oil provided these 
countries an easy means to industrialize at a low cost. As the rest of the world continues 
to develop, the international community is faced with the dilemma of climate change. 
The progress of advanced economies has begun to incur the cost of rising temperatures, 
more dramatic weather events, and shrinking polar regions--climate change is bound to 
worsen. 
 
Developing and underdeveloped countries need cheap energy in order to develop, 
however continuing on the path of only consuming fossil fuels is bound to dramatically 
worsen climate change. We as the international community must answer the following 
question: What is the balance between cheap energy and clean energy, and what role 
does the international community have in managing that balance? 
 
Solar, wind, geothermal, and nuclear energy have taken large strides, but often are more 
expensive than their fossil fuel counterparts. Thus, it’s often difficult for developing 
economies to use these energy sources at scale. Developed nations pressuring 
developing nations to abandon cheap, dirty energy has an uncomfortable tinge of neo-
imperialism; is it fair for developed nations to expect developing nations to use more 
expensive clean energy? Attendees should consider possible solutions. 

 
Resources for Further Research  

 
 
This article explains agricultural drones: 

https://www.technologyreview.com/s/526491/agricultural-drones/ 

 



 
 
The article explains how Amazon intends to use drones: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/11/technology/think-amazons-drone-delivery-idea-is-a-

gimmick-think-again.html?login=facebook 

 

This article explains drones used in the movie industry: 

http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/envelope/cotown/la-et-ct-drones-hollywood-20151008-

story.html 

 

This article explores drone-usage by law enforcement: 

https://www.techrepublic.com/article/police-are-now-using-drones-to-apprehend-suspects-and-

administer-non-lethal-force-a-police-chief/ 

 

This article discusses issues with drones: https://www.forbes.com/sites/quora/2017/10/04/drones-

are-here-to-stay-but-these-four-key-concerns-still-need-to-be-addressed/#563a6b39177d 

 

The cost of a renewables-only approach: https://www.technologyreview.com/s/610366/relying-

on-renewables-alone-would-significantly-raise-the-cost-of-overhauling-the-energy/ 

 

The future of Africa and climate change: https://www.brookings.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2016/08/global_20160818_cop21_africa.pdf 

 

Opinion piece on development and climate change: 

https://www.odi.org/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/5526.pdf 

 
Current effort by an advanced economy to assist developing countries: 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/12/12/canada-and-the-world-bank-group-
to-support-the-clean-energy-transition-in-developing-countries-and-small-island-developing-
states  
  


